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4 NEWS 


The main stories... 


What happened 

The Hillsborough verdict 

After the longest inquest in British legal history, 
a jury this week concluded that the 96 Liverpool 
fans who died in the 1989 Hillsborough stadium 
disaster were unlawfully killed. The ruling, 
which could pave the way for prosecutions, was 
greeted with a mixture of cheers and tears from 
relatives of the victims, who sang Youll Never 
Walk Alone outside the court in Warrington. 

David Cameron called it a “landmark day” that 
had provided “long overdue justice”. 

The original 1991 inquest into Britain’s worst 
sporting disaster gave verdicts of accidental 
death. But an independent report in 2012 into 
the crush led to the quashing of those verdicts 
and the ordering of fresh hearings. More than 
500 witnesses gave evidence to the new inquest 
over a period of two years. The jurors exonerated Liverpool 
fans of all blame, and, in effect, found that those killed at the 
FA Cup semi-final in Sheffield were victims of gross police 
negligence. The jury also concluded that mistakes by the South 
Yorkshire ambulance service and Sheffield Wednesday 
Football Club had contributed to the loss of life. 


What the editorials said 

Tuesday’s verdict “represents justice”, said the Liverpool Echo 
- “albeit justice which should have been delivered 25 or more 
years ago”. It’s appalling that the families of 
the 96 victims had to wait so long for this 
moment. Without their tenacious 
campaigning, it wouldn’t have come at all. 
“Hillsborough will be remembered for many 
things,” said The Daily Telegraph. For the 
relatives of the victims, it will forever be 
associated with grief and trauma. “For 
football, it was the moment where the old 
ways of watching the game ended”: out went 
crowded, dangerous terraces; in came all- 
seater stadiums. For the police, meanwhile, it 
is “a day that will live on in infamy”, owing 
to the shameful way they sought to cover up 
their own errors and deflect blame onto fans. 

The evidence against the police is damning, 
said the Daily Mail. It will fall to the Crown Prosecution 
Service to decide whether the public interest would be served 
by bringing charges against “long-retired, elderly police 
officers - or a corporate indictment against the South 
Yorkshire force”. It’s a tough call, but the families “will not 
rest until they feel they have received justice in full”. 



Families celebrate the ruling 


What happened 

Trump picks up speed 

Donald Trump left his Republican rivals with 
dwindling hopes of stopping him after he swept to 
emphatic victories in primaries across the Eastern 
Seaboard this week and piled up delegates he needs for 
a first-ballot nomination. Trump triumphed with 
30-point margins in all five contests - Connecticut, 
Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island - 
with between 54% and 64% of the vote. Of the 118 
bound delegates available, he picked up at least 109. 
Although the New Yorker had been expected to win 
handily in the Northeast, his huge margin of victory 
was a humiliating blow for Texas Senator Ted Cruz 
and Ohio Governor John Kasich, who had earlier 
announced an agreement to cede some key states to 
each other in order to deny Trump delegates and force 
a contested convention. With only 10 contests 
remaining and 1,237 needed to win. Trump has at 
least 949 delegates, Cruz 544, and Kasich 153. “I 
consider myself the presumptive nominee, absolutely,” 
Trump said. “As far as I’m concerned, it’s over.” 


What the editorials said 


Trump’s opponents are 


running out of states to stop him,” said The 
Wall Street Journal. More alarmingly, the 
front runner’s support is no longer 
contained below 40%, as more 
Republicans embrace his candidacy. In 
Pennsylvania, he trounced his opponents 
in every demographic, with 56% of the 
vote. Cruz, meanwhile, is finding it 
increasingly hard to win voters outside 
his deeply conservative, evangelical base. 
Tuesday’s primary in Indiana is now a 
“do-or-die showdown” between the two. 

"■Presumptive nominee" ^ruz and Kasich agreed to stop 

campaigning in each other’s strongest states. Kasich has pulled out of 
Indiana, which votes next week and is seen as Cruz’s best shot for a 
victory. In return, Cruz is no longer campaigning in Oregon or New 
Mexico, states Kasich hopes to win. Trump blasted his Republican 
opponents for their “collusion”. It could help deny Trump victory in 
Indiana, where his poll lead over Cruz is slim. But it could lend 
credence to Trump’s claim that the primaries are “rigged,” and 
“harden the anti-establishment fervour that’s fuelling the Trump 
juggernaut,” said The Dallas Morning News. 



It wasn’t all bad 

A prisoner at a high-security 
jail has been offered a place to 
study a nnaster's degree in 
criminology at Cambridge 
University.The inmate - 
identified only as Gareth - was 
one of 22 prisoners at HMP 
Grendon in Buckinghamshire 
who studied alongside 
Cambridge students for one 
of their modules. Having 
emerged top of the class, he was 
offered the chance to complete 
the course when he is released. 
Two of his papers are also being 
published in an academic journal. 


A working sheepdog has made 
an incredible journey - travelling 
240 miles across Britain to get 
home. Pero, four, was raised by 
Alan James on his farm near 
Aberystwyth.Then, last month, 

James - who has 14 other 
working dogs - decided to 
hand Pero on to a farmer in 
Cockermouth, Cumbria. But Pero 
didn't settle: he disappeared on 8 
April, and 12 days later, turned up 
on James's doorstep. How exactly 
Pero navigated the distance, 
covering an average of 20 miles a 
day, remains a mystery, but he is thought to have been fed 
by strangers along the way. James was so struck by the 
dog's loyalty that he's decided to keep him. 



A paralysed US Army veteran can 
cross surfing off his bucket list thanks 
to the kindness of a stranger. Mike 
Hicks, 64, was itching to get out of his 
wheelchair and into the water while 
on vacation in Hawaii. His wife, Ann, 
approached lifeguard Hizson Keali'i 
and explained how Hicks had broken 
his back in an accident a year and a 
half earlier, but longed to dip his feet 
in the ocean. Keali'i thought the 
former soldier might like to try 
something more adventurous, and 
took him out on a paddleboard to ride 
some waves. It was a "fantastic 
feeling of speed and freedom," Hicks 
said, "something I never thought I 
would ever feel again." 
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...and how they were covered news 5 


What the commentators said 


What next? 


Almost 30 years on, the details of the Hillsborough disaster still have the capacity to shock, said 
Jim White in The Daily Telegraph. The inquest listed each victim and their cause of death: 
“compression”, “asphyxia”, “inhalation of stomach contents”, “traumatic rupture of the 
abdominal aorta”. Of the 96 dead, as many as 58 might have lived had the medical response 
been handled better; 37 were teenagers; the youngest was ten. What makes it worse, said David 
Conn in The Guardian, is that even as horrific scenes were playing out in the stadium, the 
police began twisting the truth. David Duckenfield, the man in charge of policing Hillsborough 
that day, lied to Graham Kelly, then secretary of the FA, by telling him that the crush had been 
caused by ticketless Liverpool fans forcing their way into the ground through an exit gate. In 
fact, the inexperienced Duckenfield had himself ordered that gate to be opened, to relieve a 
bottleneck at an entry turnstile, triggering a dangerous flood of fans into the packed central 
pens. His deceit set the template for a campaign of police disinformation. Officers briefed the 
media that it was all the fault of a “tanked-up mob” of Liverpool fans, some of whom - or so 
they said - had later attacked police and urinated on them, and even picked the pockets of the 
dead. These shocking lies were duly published in The Sun, under the headline “The Truth”. 

It’s tempting to view all this as “an event from another era”, said James Blitz in the FT, but it’s 
still all too relevant today. It was only in 2012 that the South Yorkshire force admitted to 
making grave mistakes that day. Only last year did Duckenfield concede to his failures and 
apologise. Indeed, many people are still trying to hide the truth, said Peter Oborne in the Daily 
Mail. The new inquest “lasted twice as long as it should have done”, because lawyers for the 
South Yorkshire Police and the Police Federation continued to peddle the line that fans were 
drunk and non-compliant. I swallowed that myth at the time. Because I instinctively trusted the 
police. But it’s now clear that “something went very badly wrong with the police back then” - 
and that the service has still not turned its back entirely on this “rotten culture”. 


The police may recommend 
criminal charges against 
Duckenfield, says the FT. 

Jon Stoddart, the head of 
Operation Resolve - the 
police investigation into the 
disaster - said files would be 
sent to the CPS by the end of 
the year. He said it would 
take the CPS three to six 
months to decide whether or 
not to bring charges. 

Duckenfield was tried in 
a private manslaughter 
prosecution by the families 
of victims in 2000. The 
trial was inconclusive and 
the judge made an order 
that Duckenfield could not 
stand trial again. But 
Stoddart said the CPS 
would apply to overturn 
the stay of prosecution if 
necessary. 


What the commentators said 


What next? 


Cruz announced that former Hewlett-Packard CEO Carly Fiorina, who dropped out of the 
presidential race earlier this year would serve as his running mate. The announcement is “a 
desperate move”, said Andrew Prokop on Vox.com. His choice seems sound: Fiorina won a 
Republican senate primary in delegate-rich California back in 2010, and “cut [Trump] down to 
size during a September debate”. But vice-presidential picks usually have little effect, and 
“Fiorina has shown little ability to actually win votes”. Cruz will need more than this to 
reinvigorate his campaign, said Jennifer Rubin on WashingtonPost.com. The Texas senator has 
made it perfectly clear why Republicans shouldn’t vote for Trump - but he has never presented 
his “own vision” for the presidency, other than some standard conservative rhetoric and vague 
attacks on Washington. “You cannot beat something with nothing.” Trump is doing something 
he hasn’t done before, said Jim Newell on Slate.com. 


Cruz “doesn’t need a 
13-point blowout to stop 
Trump” in Indiana, said 
Josh Kraushaar on 
NationalJournal.com. 

With 30 of the Hoosier 
State’s 57 delegates awarded 
to the statewide winner, 
“even a razor-thin victory” 
would seriously damage his 
hopes of hitting 1,237. 


In all five states that voted on Tuesday, he did significantly better than polls had predicted. It’s 
hard to know why; perhaps his “recent howling” over what he says is a “rigged” nomination 
process is resonating with voters. But if he can continue surpassing expectations, particularly in 
Indiana and California, “then he’s the nominee”. Prepare for the “mom versus dad” election, 
said Jim Geraghty on NationalReview.com. Trump’s supporters see their man as a father figure 
- a big, tough guy who’ll protect them, find them a job, and solve “all of life’s problems”. 
Trump supporters will also be “deeply disappointed”. The funny thing is. Trump voters really 
“think he can win in November”, said Noah Rothman on CommentaryMagazine.com. They 
shrug off the polls showing that 70% of women, 87% of Hispanics, and 67% of all Americans 
view Trump unfavourably. 


Polls currently give Trump 
a six-point lead. But his 
support in Midwestern 
states has never topped 
40%. With a hefty ad 
spend, a “unified talk-radio 
front”, and “stop Trump” 
consolidating around Cruz, 
the senator might pull out a 
come-from-behind win. 


THE WEEK 


Following the death of the 
internationally acclaimed singer- 
songwriter Prince last week, people 
worldwide were quick to comment on the apparent rise in famous 
deaths this year. Since January, David Bowie, Alan Rickman and 
Victoria Wood have also passed away. But why do celebrity deaths 
cause people to have such a strong reaction? We examine the trend in 
our Controversy of the week (see page 6). Meanwhile, in Saudi Arabia, 
the country's Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud 
announced a revolutionary plan for the country's economy called 
Vision 2030, including plans to expand the country's tourism industry, 
so will Saudi become a new holiday destination? (seeTalking points, page 25). More than 25 
years after the Hillsborough disaster in the UK, which saw 96 people crushed to death at a 
Liverpool football match, an inquest ruled that the victims were "unlawfully killed," but why 
did it take so long to reach a verdict? (see Main stories, above). 
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6 NEWS Controversy of the week 
Celebrity deaths: Why are they so shocking? 


David Bowie, Alan 
Rickman and now Victoria 
Wood and Prince. What on 
Earth is going on? That has 
been the cry on social 
media this week. But are 
more celebrities really 
dying than ever before? 

The short answer is yes - 
there have been a 
disproportionate number 
of “big name” deaths this 
year, said Ben Chu in The 
Independent. But there is 
nothing odd, let alone 
sinister, about that. It’s 
human nature to see patterns in random events, 
but if you take a bag of rice, and throw it in the 
air, the grains won’t land evenly dispersed: some 
will land in clusters - and not because a 
malevolent rice reaper is at work. On the other 
hand, it wouldn’t be surprising if we saw a 
general upward trend in celebrity deaths, for the 
simple reason that there is a bigger pool of celebs 
now than ever before. Many are baby boomers 
who became famous in the pop cultural explosion 
of the 1960s and 1970s; they have lived high- 
octane, sometimes dissolute lives; they’re hitting 
the age when disease strikes; and with social 
media there to amplify each case, the deaths of 
even fairly minor stars can become a news event. 

Why do we find celebrity deaths so shocking, 
wondered Fionola Meredith in the Belfast 
Telegraph. At 57, Prince was young to die, but 
not exceptionally so. David Bowie was 69. Yet 
when each died, it was met with stunned 
silence, followed by an outpouring of grief. 


The explanation may be 
that music, perhaps 
more than other art 
forms, weaves itself into 
our lives, and becomes 
a “repository for 
powerful emotions” 
captured long before. 
Nostalgia - an acute 
longing for the familiar 
- is painful, said Mark 
Vernon in Newsweek. 
This is what celebrity 
deaths stir up in us: the 
loss of what’s gone; they 
can also “reignite a 
residue” of emotion from a different category 
of deaths, of people we were close to. They can 
be “genuinely unsettling”. 

Maybe so, said Alex Proud in The Daily 
Telegraph. But it doesn’t explain why people feel 
the need to emote in public, on social media. 
Look at their timelines, and you’ll see that many 
of those left “in bits” by Prince’s death were 
similarly distraught when Bowie, Alan Rickman 
and Ronnie Corbett died. At the risk of being 
dubbed the “grief police”, I suggest that what 
we’re seeing is really just narcissism mixed with 
“virtue signalling”. I don’t begrudge the 
mourners, said Robert Fisk in The Independent. 
Prince was a brilliant musician. But I do worry 
about our priorities, when the death of one pop 
star dominates the news for days, while the 
drowning of 500 men, women and children is 
barely afforded a mention; some of those souls 
could have become superstars too, but no cities 
will be lighting up buildings in their honour. 



San Francisco’s city hall, lit purple in Prince’s 
honour last week 




Only in the UAE 

A Dubai-based 
bank is to 
become the first 
in the world to 
let customers 
pay their bills via I 
Twitter. Emirates ' 

Islamic Bank has launched its 
'Social Banking' programme, 
which allows users to make 
transactions and enquiries 
about their accounts or credit 
cards with a 140-charcter 
tweet.The Sharia-compliant 
arm of Emirates NBD says it 
will maintain privacy and 
confidentiality by then 
responding via a direct 
message. ElB's deputy CEO 
of Consumer Wealth 
Management Faisal Aqil told 
Gulf News that the service 
was "especially relevant 
given the UAE's advanced 
social media and mobile 
phone penetration'.'The bank 
was also the first Islamic 
bank in the UAE to launch a 
mobile banking app. 


Good week for 

Tim Peake, who has become the first man to complete a 
marathon in space.The British astronaut had to be strapped 
to a treadmill to counter the lack of gravity as he ran the 26.6 
miles as the International Space Station floated somewhere 
above the Pacific. His final time was a nice three hours, 35 
minutes and 21 seconds. 

Art-house cinema iovers, who will get to enjoy watching a 
black and white dot flickering on a beach - for seven whole 
hours. And that's just the trailer. Unveiled by Swedish director 
Anders Weberg, the 'slow cinema' film called Ambiance will 
last a total of 720 hours when it is finally complete in 2020. 
The next trailer for the film is expected to be released in 2018 
and will last 72 hours. 

Bad week for 

The 11,000 employees at British Home Stores, who 

may soon find themselves unemployed as the UK chain goes 
into administration this week.The British brand, which first 
opened in 1928, has struggled to find a buyer to take on its 
$2 billion worth of debt. Its closure would make it the biggest 
UK high street name to fold since Woolworths in 2008. 

The Dubai PR company that ended up with a $95,000 
phone bill after a suspected hacking incident. Sakshi 
Advertising & PR's phone line was disconnected after they 
failed to pay the two "outrageously inflated" bills from 
hundreds of calls made to countries such as Kazakhstan, 
Lithuania and the Ivory Coast. 


Boring but important 

A new Address Hotel is 
earmarked to open in Dubai 
nearly a year after the iconic 
Address Downtown was 
ravaged by fire on New Year's 
Eve. Dubai-based real estate 
giant Emaar Properties 
announced plans to openThe 
Address Boulevard near the 
fire-damaged property by the 
end of this year. Meanwhile, 
an Emaar Hospitality 
executive saidThe Address 
Downtown itself would not 
be ready to re-open this year, 
but stressed that there had 
been no negative impact on 
Emaar's balance sheet from 
the hotel's closure. As well as 
The Address Boulevard, 
Emaar also plans to bring a 
further 25 hotels and serviced 
apartments to the UAE, 
including a beach resort in 
Fujairah. Under the plans, the 
brand will have 10 hotels 
with more than 2,660 keys by 
2020. Speaking during the 
ArabianTravel Market held in 
Dubai this week, Emaar 
Hospitality corporate director 
of operations Chris Newman 
told Gulf Business the 
company's performance in 
the first quarter was "robust" 
and that the company 
expected to maintain its 
occupancy rate of 86 per cent 
seen in 2015 despite Dubai 
seeing a decline in tourist 
numbers. Meanwhile, 
another 10 new hotels are to 
be launched internationally. 


Poll Watch 

Americans would rather 
have a Game ofThrones 
character who murdered his 
father with a crossbow for 
president than either Hillary 
Clinton or DonaldTrump. A 
poll released ahead of the 
eagerly anticipated Season 6 
put the popular but flawed 
dwarf Tyrion Lannister- 
played by Peter Dinklage - 
ahead of the election 
frontrunners with 24% of the 
vote, compared to Clinton 
(20%) andTrump (7%). 
Democrat contender Bernie 
Sanders however did better 
than both the frontrunners - 
also receiving 24% of the 
vote. Another Game of 
Thrones character, the 
Mother of Dragons Daenerys 
Targaryen, proved more 
popular thanTrump in the 
poll, conducted by Survey 
Monkey, receiving 14%- 
despite a track record of 
having her opponents burnt 
by her scaly pets. 
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Middle East at a glance news i 


Deir Ezzour, Syria 

Oil state: The striking success of ISIL in taking 
over Syria’s oil industry, and the extent to which it 
traded the oil with the Assad regime, has been 
revealed in documents captured by US special 
forces last year, and now seen by the Wall Street 
Journal. The papers show that instead of getting 
rid of key executives at the oil fields captured in 
2013 in eastern Syria, ISIL oil boss Abu Sayyaf 
(who was killed by a US strike last year) paid them 
handsome salaries to stay on. At the height of 
production in late 2014 to early 2015, ISIL was 
reporting monthly revenues of $40m a month - 
mostly accounted for by sales to the Syrian regime. 
Since then, at least 30% of ISIL-controiled oil 
infrastructure has been destroyed, and taxes have 
replaced oil as its main revenue stream. But oil 
revenues still total almost $lm a day. 


Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

Ending “addiction”: Saudi Arabia has announced sweeping reforms aimed at 
cutting its reliance on oil and creating a more sustainable and diversified 
economy. “We have developed a case of oil addiction in Saudi Arabia,” said 
Prince Mohamed bin Salman, the 30-year-old deputy Crown Prince who has 
had a meteoric rise since his father. King Salman, succeeded to the throne 15 
months ago. The Prince outlined a series of measures, known as Vision 2030, 
which, he said, would allow Saudi Arabia to “live without oil by 2020”. 
These include the sell-off of a 5% stake in Aramco, the state oil firm widely 
considered the world’s most valuable company; creation of a 
$2 trn sovereign wealth fund to invest in global assets; and a new visa system 
allowing expatriate Arabs and Muslims to live and work in the country - a 
major shift in policy. He also announced targets for boosting the proportion 
of women in the workforce, and reforms to the education system (see 
Talking points, page 25). 



Baghdad, Iraq 

New cabinet announced: Iraqi MPs approved five of the prime 
minister’s candidates for a new cabinet on Tuesday after weeks of 
parliamentary chaos. Haider A1 Abadi wants to replace party- 
affiliated ministers with a government of technocrats, and some 
MPs who were barred from attending for disrupting an earlier 
session and chanting for the parliament speaker’s removal said 

they would mount a legal challenge. The moves 
are opposed by powerful political parties that 
rely on controlling ministries for funds, and 
parliament had repeatedly failed to vote on 
a new cabinet list. MPs approved A1 Abadi’s 
nominees for the ministries of electricity, 
health, higher education, labour and water 
resources, but others were rejected. 

dditional candidates were due to be 
presented over the weekend. In February, 
the prime minister called for fundamental 
reforms that parties and politicians 
with interests in the existing system 
have sought to undermine. 


Hebron, West Bank 

Child prisoner: A 12-year-old 
Palestinian girl imprisoned for 
over two months has been freed. 
Dima A1 Wawi was arrested, wearing 
her school uniform, on 9 February at 
the entrance to a Jewish settlement in 
the West Bank and found to be 
carrying a weapon. Under a plea 
bargain with Israeli military 
prosecutors, she pleaded guilty to 
attempted murder and possession of 
a knife and was sentenced to four 
months in an Israeli prison and a 
further six-week suspended sentence. 
“She is the youngest Palestinian girl 
ever imprisoned,” her lawyer, Tariq 
Barghouth, said, adding that Dima’s 
defence team had asked the military 
court to release her early. According 
to Israeli military law, minors aged 
12 and up can be charged. Israel 
currently holds about 450 
Palestinian minors, about 100 of 
whom are aged under 16. 



Amman, Jordan 

Unspeakable refugee horror: Queen Rania of 
Jordan said refugees she met at a Greek 
refugee camp had “seen unspeakable horror 
and experienced unthinkable tragedy”. Scores 
of refugees and migrants cheered as she 
walked through the Kara Tepe camp, Lesbos, 
on Tuesday, among more than one million 
people fleeing conflict and poverty in the 
Middle East, Asia and Africa who have 
streamed into Europe since last year in the 
continent’s biggest migration crisis since the 
Second World War. Jordan has accepted more 
than 630,000 Syrian refugees registered with 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 


Damascus, Syria 

Peace talks uncertainty: Confusion 
reigned over when Syria peace talks in 
Geneva would resume. The UN special 
envoy on Syria, Staffan de Mistura 
(pictured), has been battling to keep 
negotiations afloat since the main 
opposition High Negotiations 
Committee (HNC) left formal 
discussions two weeks ago. The Syrian 
government said on Tuesday it had held 
a “useful and constructive round” of 
talks with de Mistura, but diplomats 
warned that an escalation of conflict in 
Aleppo could derail the fragile truce. 
HNC member George Sabra said his 
group would not take part in the process 
until its demands were met, telling 
Reuters: “All the while real steps aren’t 
taken on the ground in Syria, the 
participation of the delegation of the 
HNC will remain suspended.” 
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8 NEWS 


Europe at a glance 


Hanover, Germany 

Push for TTIP: President Obama used a 
visit to Germany last weekend to try to 
breathe new life into the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). 
Speaking at the opening of a trade fair in 
Hanover, he and Angela Merkel called for 
negotiations - which began in July 2013 - 
to be concluded this year. Supporters of the 
massive trade agreement claim it would 
boost both the EU and US economies by 
around $100bn each, but opponents 
believe it would hand too much power to 
corporations, and weaken environmental 
protection and labour rights. Obama said 
he was “confident we will get this done”, 
while conceding that elections in the US 
as well as in France and Germany could 
cause delays. He also conceded that people 
are “unsettled” by globalisation, noting 
that the benefits are often “diffused”. 

On the eve of Obama’s arrival, tens of 
thousands of people rallied in Hanover 
to protest against TTIP. 


Belgrade, Serbia 

Pro-EU victory: The pro-Western, pro-EU 
party that governs Serbia has won a 
decisive victory in the country’s general 
election. PM Aleksandar Vucic went to the 
polls two years earlier than necessary, in 
order to get a clear mandate to press ahead 
with the reforms needed to join the EU - 
and to complete accession negotiations by 
2019. In what he hailed as a “historic” 
result, his centre-right Progressive party 
won with around 50% of the vote, while 
its Socialist coalition partner took about 
12%. However, the election also saw 
a resurgence in support for the ultra¬ 
nationalist Radical party of Vojislav Seselj, 
acquitted last month by the UN tribunal in 
The Hague of war crimes committed 
during the break-up of Yugoslavia in the 
1990s. His Radical party took 8% of the 
vote, making it Serbia’s third-biggest party. 


Rome, Italy 

Dognappings 
surge: Italians 
have been 
warned to keep 
a close eye on 
their pets after 
a surge in 
kidnappings of 
Chihuahuas and 
other small 
“toy” dogs. According to an Italian animal 
protection group, Aidaa, as many as 3,500 
Chihuahuas were stolen in 2015, 
compared with 1,400 the year before. “In 
the past there were fashions for Labradors, 
Dalmatians and Yorkshire terriers. Now it 
is Chihuahuas that are all the rage,” said 
Aidaa’s president, Lorenzo Croce. In 
hundreds of cases. Chihuahua owners have 
received ransom demands; while an 
estimated 10% of the stolen dogs are 
exported to northern Europe for resale. 


Vienna, Austria 

Far-right surge: 

A far-right 
extremist from the 
Freedom Party of 
Austria has won 
the first round of 
the nation’s 
presidential 
election. Norbert 
Hofer took 36% 
of the votes - his 
party’s best ever 
result in a national poll. Hofer (pictured) 
now faces a run-off against an independent 
backed by the Greens, following a collapse 
in the vote for Austria’s two main parties. 
Like Germany, Austria is a parliamentary 
democracy in which the chancellor is the 
head of government. However, the 
president holds significant, if rarely used, 
powers: if Hofer wins, he has vowed to 
sack the current government for its 
handling of the migrant crisis. 



Skien, Norway 

Rights “violated”: A Norwegian court has 
ruled that the mass killer Anders Behring 
Breivik has had his human rights violated 
in prison. In a makeshift court in Skien 
jail, the judge upheld Breivik’s claim that 
his being held in solitary amounted to 
“inhuman or degrading treatment”. But 
the judge denied a second part of Breivik’s 
claim, that his right to a private and family 
life was being violated by restrictions on 
him communicating with right-wing 
sympathisers. He is allowed other visitors, 
but has had none, except for his, now late, 
mother. Breivik is held in a complex where 
he can play video games, watch TV and 
exercise. The authorities say he needs to be 
isolated from other inmates for safety 
reasons, and are appealing. 




Ankara, Turkey 

Migrant deal “is working”: The EU’s 
controversial deal with Turkey - aimed at 
cutting the numbers of migrants making 
the sea crossing from Turkey to the Greek 
islands - is having a significant impact, 
according to European Council President 
Donald Tusk. “We have seen a sharp 
reduction of the illegal migration flows,” 
he said, on a visit to Ankara, adding that 
Turkey was setting “the best example in 
the world on how to treat refugees”. Under 
the deal, “irregular” migrants who travel 
to Greece from Turkey now face being sent 
back. The idea is that this will deter others 
from making the journey; and according to 
EU figures, new arrivals have fallen from 
56,000 in February to 7,800 in the last 
month. However, rights agencies have cast 
doubt on the legality of the returns, and 
expressed concern about the conditions in 
which asylum seekers are being held in 
Greece while their cases are assessed. 


Kusadasi, Turkey 

Dutch journalist held: A prominent Dutch 
journalist was briefly detained in Turkey 
last week for criticising President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Twitter. Ebru Umar was 
on holiday in the western resort of 
Kusadasi when police turned up at her 
door. Earlier that week, she had written a 
column for a Dutch newspaper, in which 
she attacked the “megalomaniac” 

Erdogan’s crackdown on dissent, extracts 
of which she then posted on Twitter. She 
was released after several hours, but told 
not to leave the country. Since Erdogan 
became president in 2014, the authorities 
have launched nearly 2,000 suits against 
people accused of insulting him, and he 
now seems determined to extend his 
control of the media beyond Turkey. In 
Germany, Chancellor Merkel has been 
criticised for allowing the prosecution - at 
Turkey’s request - of a comedian who read 
a poem insulting Erdogan on German TV. 
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The world at a glance 


Pike County, Ohio 

Family murders: Americans have been shocked - and mystified 
- by the execution-style murders of eight members of the same 
extended family in four different homes in rural Appalachia. All 
eight victims were shot in the head, some seemingly as they slept, 
last Thursday night. The killer, or killers, spared three children, 
including a four-day-old baby found next to the mother’s body. At 
three of the crime scenes, in Pike County, Ohio, police discovered 
large-scale marijuana-growing operations; however, they have not 
revealed whether they think the murders are drugs related. With 
speculation that the killer, or killers, could fall into a category 
classed as “family annihilators”. Pike County Sheriff Charles 
Reader said he had warned other clan members that they may 
also be targets. “I cautioned them: ‘Be armed’,” he said. 

Wichita, Kansas 

Koch unimpressed: The billionaire Republican super-donor 
Charles Koch has denounced Donald Trump and Ted Cruz 
as “terrible role models”, and warned that he and his 
brother David might just sit out the presidential race. 

In an interview, Koch described Trump’s rhetoric on 
Muslims as “reminiscent of Nazi Germany”, and 
Cruz’s vow to carpet bomb Isil-held territories as “frightening”. 
Asked if Hillary Clinton might be preferable to either as president, 
he replied that “it’s possible”. Separately, Cruz and fellow 
Republican candidate John Kasich announced they would in 
future cooperate to try to stop Trump - a tactic that Trump 
dismissed on Twitter as “desperation”. The property mogul 
went on to win all five of the primaries held on Tuesday: in the 
Democratic race, Clinton won four out of five. 


Port-au-Prince, Haiti 

Still no president: Thousands of protesters marched in Port-au-Prince 
demanding an election this week, after Haiti missed its deadline to hold a 
presidential runoff. The first round of the presidential vote, last October, 
was marred by allegations of fraud, and two attempts to hold a runoff 
between Jovenel Moise and Jude Celestin have been scuttled by protests. 
Thanks to weeks of bickering over who would be in the interim government 
and delays in forming a new election body, the runoff date was never set, 
and now there’s no way Haiti will have an elected president by 14 May, the 
day the caretaker government is supposed to hand over power. 


Mexico City, Mexico 

Teachers inquiry hampered: Independent experts investigating the 
disappearance of 43 trainee teachers in 2014 have accused the 
Mexican government of obstructing their inquiry. In a scathing final 
report, the panel says the authorities refused to allow them 
to interview suspects, and denied them access to other evidence. 
They also found serious flaws in the official version of events. 
Prosecutors claim the students were detained by corrupt police on 
the orders of the local mayor, after taking part in a protest, then 
handed over to a gang who killed them and buried the bodies in a 
landfill site. But the panel says remains found at the site were of 
other people, and that some of the students’ mobiles were active 
after the alleged time of their deaths. Relatives claim the govern¬ 
ment is trying to cover up the involvement of more senior officials. 


Brasilia, Brazil 

Veep eyes top job: Brazil’s Vice President Michel Temer is already 
vetting a new cabinet in anticipation of the Senate’s expected 
impeachment of President Dilma Rousseff next month, for 
allegedly breaking budgetary laws by borrowing from state banks 
to cover shortfalls. But Temer is even less popular than she is - 
polls show only 2% of Brazilians would vote for him as president 
- and stands accused of much worse malfeasance. Rousseff has 
not been implicated in the colossal graft scandal surrounding state 
oil company Petrobras and Temer has. One high court justice 
ruled that Congress should consider impeaching him too. But 
Temer, 75, has the support of the financial elite. He has been 
eyeing the chairman of Goldman Sachs in Brazil as his central 
bank chief, and is considering the head of the powerful banking 
industry lobby as his treasury secretary. 


Quito, Ecuador 

Death toll surges: The death toll from 
the earthquake that struck Ecuador’s 
Pacific coast last week has risen to 646; 
and 130 people are still missing. More 
than 12,000 have been treated for 
injuries sustained in the quake. In a TV 
address, an emotional President Rafael 
Correa (pictured) announced eight 
days of national mourning. “These 
have been sad days for the homeland,” 
he said. “The country is in crisis.” He 
also announced a one-off 0.9% tax on the assets of millionaires to 
help fund the recovery effort; lower earners must give up a day’s 
pay for each $1,000 of monthly income, up to a maximum of five. 






Bogota, Colombia 

Lion rescue: Thirty-three lions 
rescued from circuses in Colombia 
and Peru were due to be airlifted to South Africa this week, to 
begin new lives in a private animal sanctuary. The airlift, the 
largest of its kind, was organised by the British-based group 
Animal Defenders International (ADI); it rescued the big cats over 
several years, and has also been helping the governments of the 
two countries enforce recently enacted laws banning the use of 
wild animals in circuses. All the animals - due to be collected 
from Bogota and Lima - had their claws removed in captivity; 
and one is blind. “These lions have endured hell on earth and 
now they are heading home to paradise,” said an ADI spokesman. 
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Moscow, Russia 

Preparing to crush revolt: President Vladimir 
Putin formed a new security force this week 
that answers directly to him and is headed by 
his former top bodyguard. The National 
Guard will comprise 180,000 Interior 
Ministry troops, as well as special police 
forces and the dreaded OMON riot police. 
Putin said the guard would fight crime and 
terrorism. But a Kremlin spokesman added it 
could be used against “illegal” protests - 
like the large demonstrations that followed 
allegations of vote fixing in the 2011 
parliamentary election. Experts say Putin 
wants to crush any protests that might 
erupt after this September’s parliamentary 
poll. “This is really about upcoming elections 
and the possibility of mass unrest,” said 
Boris Volodarsky, a former military 
intelligence officer. 


Beijing, China 

Xi is C-in-C: In a sign of his determination to assert greater 
control over the military. President Xi Jinping has assumed 
the title of commander-in-chief of China’s new joint forces 
battle command centre. On his visit to the centre, set up as 
part of a shake-up of China’s military command structure, 

Xi (pictured) took the unusual step of donning battle 
fatigues. He also made a point of stressing that the People’s 
Liberation Army - which, technically, is the armed forces 
of the Communist Party, not the state - must be “absolutely loyal”. In a separate 
development, the country announced plans to build huge, floating nuclear power 
plants to provide electricity for its new military and industrial facilities in the South 
China Sea. The plants on ships would power offshore oil platforms and military 
bases on the artificial islands that China has been building in disputed waters. 
Neighbouring countries have cause for concern. While nuclear subs can move fast 
enough to avoid typhoons in the South China Sea, a large reactor ship probably 
could not. An onboard meltdown could send radioactivity wafting on the wind, 
said David Lochbaum of the US-based Union of Concerned Scientists. 




Zaria, Nigeria 

Massacre of Shia: 

Amnesty 
International has 
urged the \ 

Nigerian army to 
“come clean” over 
the deaths of 350 
Shia civilians who 
were reportedly killed 
by the army in the city of Zaria in 
December. The alleged massacres 
followed clashes between members of 
the Islamic Movement in Nigeria, an 
Iranian-backed Shia sect, and an army 
convoy. Between 12 and 14 December, 
more than 350 men, women and 
children belonging to the sect are believed 
to have been killed by soldiers. A report 
published by Amnesty last week - which 
includes witness testimony and satellite 
images of an alleged mass grave - accuses 
the army of massacring civilians and then 
covering up the atrocities. An army 
spokesman dismissed the report as 
“pre-emptive and judgemental”. 


Pyongyan, 

North Korea 

Nuclear tests offer: North 
Korea has unexpectedly 
offered to suspend its 
nuclear tests if the US and 
South Korea halt their 
annual joint military 
exercises. In a rare 
interview, foreign minister 
Ri Su-yong told Associated 
Press that his government 
was open to talks that 
might ease tensions. The 
US, however, said it did 
not take the offer seriously. 
North Korea hailed last 
Saturday’s submarine- 
launched ballistic missile 
test as a great success 
that gave it “one 
more means for 
> powerful 
nuclear 
attack”. 


iba. South Sudan 

;ace at last?: After more than 
o years of civil war, rebel leader 
iek Machar has rejoined the 
government of South Sudan as vice 
president to his rival. President Salva 
Kiir. That’s the same arrangement 
South Sudan had at its founding in 
2011. An ethnic civil war broke out 
in 2013 when Kiir, who is from the 
Dinka group, dismissed Machar, a 
Nuer; at least 50,000 people died in 
the violence, and two million were 
displaced. The two sides still don’t 
trust each other. Machar, who had 
been living in exile in Ethiopia, 
refused to return to Juba until 
more than 1,000 of his soldiers 
were stationed there, and those 
officers are wary. “Aerial 
bombardment is still happening,” 
said Lieutenant General Simon 
Gatwech Dual, a Machar loyalist. 
“So maybe the government is not 
serious about peace.” 


/ d 


Manus Island, ^ 

Refugee gaols illegal: The top court in Papua 
New Guinea has ruled that Australia may not 
jail asylum seekers there, and ordered the 
immediate removal of some 900 inmates. In a 
controversial programme condemned by 
human rights groups, Australia patrols its 
coastline, scoops up asylum seekers trying to 
reach it by boat, and takes them to detention 
camps in Papua New Guinea and the Pacific 
island of Nauru. Those who qualify for asylum 
are to be resettled in those poor countries, not 
Australia. Activists say conditions in the camps 
are inhumane. Inmates have reported sexual 
abuse by staff; some have sewn their lips shut 
in protest. Immigration Minister Peter Dutton 
said Australia would find another foreign 
country to house the refugees. 
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People 



subject, and even designed a 
range of anti-bullying emojis. 
Fellow victims of online 
bullying approach her all the 
time, she says: “when Fm on 
the subway, in line for coffee, 
at dinner parties. Sometimes 
they’ll say, ‘I went through 
this, but it’s nothing like what 
you went through.’ But I tell 
them that, if I drown in 60ft 
of water and you drown in 
30ft, we both still drowned. 
You either know what it’s 
like to be publicly shamed 
or you don’t.” 


J-Lo’s longevity 

Jennifer Lopez likes to defy expectations, says Lynn Hirschberg in 
W magazine. Now 46, the actress, singer, and former American 
Idol judge has been a megastar for most of her adult life. At first, 
she found the fame terrifying. "I would have panic attacks," she 
recalls. "I remember walking down the street, and someone 
yelled, 'Jennifer!' and I didn't know who it was. I ran home. From 
that point forward, I realised I couldn't be alone in public. I don't 
think I've been alone on the street in over 20 years." Lopez has 
had her love affairs and her breakups with Sean Combs, Ben 
Affleck, and ex-husband Marc Antony exhaustively aired in 
public, but she feels her longevity in the entertainment industry 
has changed the public's perceptions. "At a certain point, people 
respect you when they see you fall down and get back up.The 
more you're in this life, the more they celebrate your triumphs." 
She just wishes she could be held to the same standards as men. 
"If a man does one thing well, people immediately say he's a 
genius. Women have to do something remarkable over and over 
and over. And, even then, they get questions about their love life." 
Lopez shrugs. "People underestimate me. Maybe that's for the 
best. It's fun to prove them wrong." 


Mourning Lou Reed 

The singer Laurie Anderson is 
in mourning, says Waldemar 
Januszczak in The Sunday 
Times. Her husband, Lou 
Reed, died of liver disease 
two-and-a-half years ago, at 
their home in Long Island. 

“I got very twined up with 
Lou,” she says. “I always will 
be. Actually, I kinda feel that 
he’s looking out of my eyes. 

It used to creep me out. But 
now I think, ‘Ah, of course.’ 
You become so much a part of 
someone else, and they’re 
a part of you. So it’s a very 
weird type of death of 
yourself. ” The day before he 
died, “we were out swim¬ 
ming in the pool. Looking 
at the trees. And he was 
floating and saying, ‘You 
know, I am just so susceptible 
to beauty.’ I think of that 
every day. How to open 
yourself to the world. 

And really 

appreciate it.” 


Laurie’s battle with depression 

Hugh Laurie doesn’t like talking about his depression, said Ned Zeman in 
The Wall Street Journal. The British actor has struggled with the condition 
since the early 1990s, but doesn’t think a well-to-do famous TV star is 
entitled to complain. “I am quite preposterously lucky to be where I am,” 
says Laurie, 56, who earned a reported $700,000 an episode on the 
medical drama House. “To actually spend any time trying to enlist 
sympathy - ‘Oh, you don’t realise how I suffer’ - is sort of indecent, in a 
way.” He also worries that talking about depression may make his 
condition worse. “It sort of feeds upon itself. If you acknowledge it and 
confront it, you might be able to get the better of it. But you might also just 
be giving oxygen to the whole thing.” There’s some value, he insists, in 
soldiering on as if nothing’s wrong. “Depressed people cling to depression 
because it is, to some degree, familiar. It’s known. It’s part of who one is.” 
All Laurie will say is that he is “less-troubled” than he used to be. “The 
moody introspection I’ve got more under control. I see it coming, and I 
have ways of heading it off.” He pauses. “Now, of course. I’m thinking I 
probably shouldn’t have said that at all.” 


Lewinsky’s new life 

Monica Lewinsky was the 
victim of the first great 
internet shaming, says Jon 
Ronson in The Guardian. In 
1998, the online gossip site 
Drudge Report revealed she’d 
had an affair with Bill Clinton 
while working as an intern at 
the White House. Instantly, 
the then 25-year-old Lewinsky 
became one of the most 
famous, or infamous, women 
in the world. Details of the 
affair were subsequently laid 
out in excruciating detail in 
the 3,000-page Starr Report, 
and picked over by the press. 
Lewinsky became the butt of a 
million jokes, mostly about 
her weight, looks, or what she 
did with Clinton. “I felt like 
every layer of my skin and my 
identity were ripped off me,” 
she says now. “It’s a skinning 
of sorts. You feel incredibly 
raw and frightened. But I also 
feel like the shame sticks to 
you like tar. ” It has taken her 
almost two decades to find a 
way of coping with her own 
notoriety - by turning it into 
something useful. 

These days 
Lewinsky 
travels the 
world 


campaigning 
against 
bullying; she 
has given a 
Ted talk on the 
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Life after Brexit 


W(? cant be sure what the world will look like if Britain quits the EU, but we can map out some of the potential difficulties 


How does one head for the exit? 

Until 2007 no one really knew. But then the 
Lisbon Treaty clarified the matter. “Any 
Member State,” it stipulates in Article 50, 
“may decide to withdraw from the Union in 
accordance with its own constitutional 
requirements.” So if voters opted to leave on 
June 23, the UK government, having notified 
Brussels of its intention to quit, would then, 
strictly speaking, have no more than two 
years, to negotiate a withdrawal agreement. 
At that point the European Communities 
Act of 1972 would be repealed - and the 
UK, in one bound, would be free from 40 
years’ worth of EU laws and regulations. 



Would it really be that simple? 

No, not if Britain wanted to preserve its existing trade 
relationship with Europe. That’s because the EU’s Single Market 
is far more than a traditional free trade area, an area which 
taxes on imports (tariffs) have been reduced or removed. 

Thanks to a long and ongoing process of legal and regulatory 
harmonisation, it has also removed a host of “non-tariff” 
barriers - rules on health and safety, provenance, labour 
conditions, and so on. Crucially, being part of the Single 
Market means signing up to the four principles of freedom of 
movement - of goods, of services, of capital and of people. 

Could Brits remain in the Single Market if not in the EU? 

Yes. The UK could, like Norway, Iceland and Lichtenstein, join the 
European Economic Area (EEA) while staying out. This so-called 
Norway option would give the UK largely unfettered access to the 
Single Market, while allowing it freedom on judicial and home 
affairs, as well as farm and fishery policies. But it would be far 
from a clean break with Brussels. The UK would still have to pay 
into EU coffers, albeit less than it does now. Britain would have to 
accept Single Market rules, while having no control over them 
(“government by fax” some have called it). And - a key drawback 
for proponents of Brexit - the UK would still have to allow EU 
migrants to work on the same terms as locals, a non-negotiable 
sticking point for the EU. 

Is there any way round that? 

There’s the Swiss option. Switzerland is not formally part of the 
Single Market, yet participates in it on the basis of 120 bilateral 


Boris Johnson: Advocate of the Leave campaign 


accords made with the EU. In practice, 
like Norway, it still has to adopt EU 
laws over which it has no say. And it 
has to accept the free movement of EU 
labour. True, the Swiss voted in a 2014 
referendum to introduce quotas for all 
migrants; but the EU has flatly refused 
to negotiate, insisting that free 
movement is a fundamental part of the 
deal. What’s more, the accords don’t 
cover services - a big disadvantage for 
Swiss firms in Europe, as it would 
be for UK ones if Britain left the 
Single Market. 

Why not quit the Single Market? 

Britain could certainly try to go it 
alone, falling back on the global 
framework for trade established by the 
World Trade Organisation. This 
would give the UK total control of all 
its policies and its borders. But it 
would also raise the price of trade 


with the EU, since even though WTO rules 
have hugely reduced tariff barriers between 
countries and trading blocs, they’ve by no 
means eliminated them. The CBI estimates 
that 90% of UK exports to the EU could be 
hit. Cars could be taxed at 10%, clothing at 
11.5%, processed food at 15%, dairy 
products at 52%. The UK could of course 
try, like Canada, to negotiate a free trade 
deal with the EU, but even if it agreed to 
this, it would take a painfully long time. 

So is the WTO option a non-starter? 

Not at all. Many developed nations - the US 
is a key example - manage a thriving trade 
with the EU from outside it, even if they do 
have to pay tariffs and navigate non tariff 
barriers. In any case, the EU, though Britain’s single biggest export 
market, accounts for less than half of UK exports. Moreover, the 
UK is the EU’s biggest single export market - bigger than the USA: 
it runs a $20.1bn trade deficit in goods (ie the EU sells $20.1bn 
more goods to Britain than it does to them) of which $15.72bn is 
accounted for by Germany. So in a post-Brexit world, EU exporters 
would want Brussels to maintain good terms of trade with the UK. 
But the same cannot be said of services, which is where the real 
problem of not being in the Single Market lies. 

Why will services prove especially problematic? 

Because with services, Britain’s competitors in Europe will be only 
too keen to re-erect barriers inhibiting cross border competition. 
And Britain is highly reliant on service exports, especially financial 
services - in contrast to goods, its trade with the EU in services 
runs a massive surplus of $28.8bn. London is Europe’s financial 
capital and its role is closely linked to the EU: 74% of EU foreign 
exchange trading and half of its investment banking takes place 
there. Many foreign banks use the City as an entry point into the 
Single Market, using the “passport” system, which allows firms set 
up in one member state to provide services in another. Outside the 
Single Market, this would be very difficult, which is why many 
London-based banks regard Brexit as a very serious threat. 

So can we be confident that Brexit wiil cost the UK? 

Yes, especially in the short term. Business hates uncertainty and 
Brexit would bring plenty of that. The City would lose out. Big 
foreign firms hoping to sell to the EU would be less likely to 


Going it alone: the great unravelling 

In the event of a Brexit, it wouldn't just be trade policy 
that would need resetting.The EU's policies cover every¬ 
thing from immigration and trade to farming, fisheries 
and regional development, its rules and regulations 
cover everything from consumer safety to working 
hours. In many cases, the UK would probably retain 
existing EU rules, at least in the short term. But it 
would also have big decisions to make: would it keep 
the current level of agricultural subsidies, for instance? 
Or would it decide to lower them, thereby making food 
cheaper for consumers, but damaging many farmers? 

Then there are more than a million British expatriates 
living in other EU countries (who currently have the 
right to work, own property, claim benefits and get free 
healthcare in those countries) and the three million or 
so EU citizens living in the UK. If Brexit did occur, the 
status of all these people would have to be negotiated 
between the UK and the EU, and that in turn would 
very much depend on which post-Brexit option is 
adopted - and what deals or treaties follow. Nobody is 
likely to be kicked out, but both groups could face new 
obstacles, such as new taxes and medical costs. 


invest in the UK. In the long term, 
the CBI thinks it would cost the UK 
$145bn, or 5% of GDP, by 2020; 
the Treasury thinks the Norway 
option would cut GDP by 4% by 
2030, the WTO option by 7.5%. 
These figures are absurdly precise, 
but they testify to the level of unease 
among experts. But being free from 
EU regulations would certainly 
liberate some parts of the economy: 
Britain would be free to strike trade 
agreements with other nations such 
as China and India, which, unlike 
the EU, are growing fast. True, the 
EU may use its bargaining power 
to negotiate such deals on better 
terms, but it moves painfully 
slowly: Switzerland has a free trade 
deal with the China, the EU still 
doesn’t. Brexit presents very real 
challenges, but it also presents very 
real opportunities. 
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16 NEWS Best of the Arabic language articles 


us 9/11 

accusations 
help terrorists 

Salman Al Dosari 

Sharqalawsat 


Syria will 
regain Golan 
from Israel 

Al Watan 

Oman 


Women must 
act against 
molesters 

Yassmin Khalaf 

Al Raya 


The accusations by the US Congress that Saudi Arabia may be involved in the 9/11 attacks in 
New York are unjustified and will only benefit terrorists, says Salman Al-Dosari, a prominent 
Saudi columnist. He argues that the accusations are a “fresh attempt by hostile groups” to 
wreck the relationship between Riyadh and Washington. “Those accusations are not justified 
and the speculative comments have no basis. They also violate legal and constitutional 
principles in the US, which protects the rights of foreign governments. For this reason, Saudi 
Arabia will not respond to the allegations,” he says in an article published in Sharqalawsat. 
“These allegations are intended to damage ties between the two countries and this will hamper 
efforts to fight terrorism. Terrorists will benefit most from such allegations, it is now up to the 
US administration to put the relationship between the two countries back on track and block 
all attempts by some parties to damage that strategic relationship. The US must demonstrate its 
good intentions by safeguarding its alliance with Saudi Arabia as it benefits both countries.” 


The Golan Heights is a Syrian 
territory and will be regained despite 
statements by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu that it will 
remain under Israeli control forever, 
says Oman’s Al Watan Arabic 
language daily. In a front-page article, 
the paper argues that Netanyahu’s 
statements are just “a desperate 
attempt” to keep Golan under Israel’s 
control, adding that such remarks 
reflect the “aggressive” nature of the 
Israeli government. The editorial 
argues that Syria will stand on its feet 
again after the civil war is over and that it will never compromise on the Golan, which was 
occupied by Israel in the 1967 war. “Netanyahu clearly thinks Syria will compromise on its 
territory just because it has been locked in a war. Syria, which is fighting terrorists, also 
realises that Israel is its ultimate enemy and that it could launch a fresh attack against 
Syrian territory at any moment,” the paper says. “Those who believe that Syria is no longer 
capable of responding to Israeli aggressions are wrong. The Golan is an Arab Syrian 
territory and will remain so forever because Syria will never compromise on one inch of its 
land. The Israeli occupation, no matter how long it lasts, will eventually be eliminated.” 



Men are increasingly molesting their female work colleagues in the absence of deterrent 
measures and this must prompt women to act, says a Qatari female columnist. In the West 
and many other countries, women immediately report such acts against them but most of 
them in Qatar hesitate in taking any legal action due to fears of a scandal or losing their jobs, 
Yassmin Khalaf says in an article published by the Qatari Arabic language daily Al Raya. She 
argues that Qatar has enacted tough laws against men harassing or molesting their female 
colleagues but that women generally fear reporting such acts. “Unfortunately, only a few 
women resort to legal channels to punish molesters and put an end to such obnoxious 
behaviour... this has encouraged those men to go further in their rude actions,” the writer 
says. “Most women do not act or resort to legal channels against molesters and harassers 
because they fear a scandal or losing their jobs. There should be measures to encourage 
female employees to act against anyone trying to be rude to them otherwise molesters will be 
encouraged to continue their bad acts... I call on all women not to hesitate and be brave 
enough to deter those harassers.” 


King’s visit 
to Turkey to 
cement ties 


Ayman Al Hammad 

Alriyadh 


The visit to Turkey by King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia this month 
will cement the already strong ties 
between the two countries and take 
them to new high levels, says a Saudi 
columnist. Ayman Al Hammad, in an 
article published by the Saudi daily 
Alriyadh, argues that the two Muslim 
countries need to coordinate on 
regional issues, mainly Syria and Iraq, 
and to join hands in the anti-terror 
campaign. He expects the visit, the 
Saudi King’s first to Turkey since he 
took power last year, would also give a strong push to economic cooperation between the 
two nations. “The King’s visit to Turkey will take the relationship between the two countries 
to new highs. The agreements signed between the two countries will largely strengthen their 
partnership and bolster ties in all fields,” he says. “The two countries also need to 
continuously coordinate on regional issues, including the Arab-Israeli conflict, Syria and Iraq. 
They also need to join hands in the war on terrorism, mainly ISIL in Syria and Iraq. This visit 
is expected to boost coordination between the two countries in these fields.” The writer 
believes that the “serious challenges” facing the region require Saudi Arabia and other 
Muslim nations to work together to ensure stability and security. 
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Best of the American columnists NEWS 19 


Accountants 
have nothing 
to fear 

Robert Samuelson 

The Washington Post 


“Almost everyone agrees that America’s income tax is too complex,” said Robert Samuelson. But 
despite some political rhetoric about simplifying it, the chances that the next president whoever it 
is - will make major changes in the tax code are “negligible”. That’s a shame, because if we were to 
eliminate some costly, cumbersome tax deductions, we could cut the top personal rate from 43.4% 
to 30 and eliminate the preferential rate on capital gains and carried interest - and still raise as much 
revenue as we do now. The deductions that should go include the exclusion from taxable income 
of the value of employer-paid health insurance, which costs the government $211 billion a year; 
mortgage interest ($62 billion); state and local taxes ($84 billion); and charitable contributions ($54 
billion). These loopholes mostly benefit the upper middle class and the wealthy, and getting rid of 
them while lowering tax rates would produce a system that’s “a vast improvement” over the current 
one - “simpler, fairer, and more efficient”. But all of these deductions have major constituencies, and 
neither Democrats nor Republicans have the courage to stand up to them. 


Americans will 
hate their new 
President 

Ruth Marcus 

The Washington Post 


Americans will shortly elect as 
president a person they dislike. It 
sounds “oxymoronic”, says Ruth 
Marcus, but that’s the message of the 
polls, assuming Hillary Clinton wins 
the Democratic nomination, and either 
Donald Trump or Ted Cruz wins the 
Republican one. Never before will a US 
general-election ballot have featured 
such negatively viewed candidates. A 
new Wall Street Journal-NBC poll puts 
Trump’s net favour ability rating at 
minus 41: a “breathtaking” 65% of 
voters see him negatively, versus 24% 
who have a positive view. Cruz’s score 
stands at minus 23, with 49% viewing 
him negatively and 26% positively. As for Clinton, her rating has slipped to minus 24 (with 56% 
against her and 32% pro). This is unprecedented. To put it in context, “all three candidates are more 
unpopular than the losing presidential candidate at any point during the past five election cycles”. 
Does this matter? Some political scientists believe not. Popularity is not so important for presidents 
today, they say, because in a gridlocked Congress leaders rely more on their administrative power 
than their ability to win people over. “Perhaps. But the unfolding unpopularity contest cannot be a 
healthy sign for our democracy, nor a good omen for the presidency to come.” 



Zika virus is 
about to reach 
the US 

Steve Chapman 

Chicago Tribune 


Republicans 
deserve to 
have Trump 

Steven Rattner 

The New York Times 


The Zika virus poses a dire threat to the US, says Steve Chapman. It surfaced in Brazil about a year 
ago and has since spread across Latin America - and there is a real risk that the virus, which is 
carried by Aedes mosquitoes, will reach the States this summer. That’s an alarming prospect. Anne 
Schuchat, an official at the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, recently warned that 
“everything we look at with this virus seems to be a bit scarier than we initially thought”. Scientists 
have not only confirmed that it causes microcephaly, a birth defect characterised by an unusually 
small head and brain damage; they’ve also discovered that it can do harm at any stage of pregnancy, 
that it can apparently be passed through sex and that it can possibly be carried by Culex mosquitoes, 
by far the most common types in North America. “Our leaders ought to be running around with 
their hair on fire”, yet Republicans in Congress seem unbothered. They’ve refused a request for 
$1.8bn in emergency funding to address the threat, telling the Obama administration to find the 
money from existing disease-prevention budgets. This is nuts. Republicans have “sound reasons for 
questioning” much of Washington spending, but this is one problem worth throwing money at. 


It would serve Republican leaders right if 
Donald Trump won the party’s 
nomination, says Steve Rattner. Not just 
because they failed to take his rise 
seriously and then responded to it ineptly, 
but because they systematically blocked 
legislation that would have stopped 
angry voters flocking to Trump’s banner 
in the first place. President Obama made 
numerous attempts to provide jobs and 
assistance to people hurt by globalisation 
and automation - and congressional 
Republicans killed nearly all of them. 

Obama’s $47bn American Jobs Act, 
proposed in 2011, would have employed 
more than a million people to rebuild the 
nation’s crumbling roads and bridges, and also included payroll tax cuts to stimulate job growth. 
That legislation, which would have been fully funded by higher taxes on the wealthy and some 
corporations, was “dead virtually upon its arrival on Capitol Hill”. Obama also proposed larger tax 
credits for child care, and wage insurance, which would have helped laid-off workers forced to take 
lower-paying jobs. The GOP blocked all those measures too. Washington’s paralysis convinced 
millions of Americans that no one in government cares about them. The GOP’s reward? Trumpism. 
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20 NEWS 


Best articles: Europe 


UNITED KINGDOM 


A symbol of 
courage and 
inclusivity 

The Yorkshire Post 


Recently England celebrated St George’s Day, says Qari Asim - or at least some of it did. Liberals 
are wary of celebrating a figure often associated with racist thugs and chauvinism. It’s a shame, as 
St George himself stood for anything but prejudice and narrow nationalism. The son of a Turkish 
father and Palestinian mother, he served in the Roman army in the Middle East, where he was 
imprisoned and beheaded in 303AD for refusing to go against his Christian faith by paying tribute 
to Roman gods. Anticipating his seizure, he had distributed his goods to the poor and freed his 
slaves. Countries across the world celebrate George for standing up for his beliefs and for social 
justice. Muslims honour him as a martyr to monotheistic belief and have traditionally associated 
him with Al-Khidr, a figure characterised in the Qu’ran as a helper of the poor and vulnerable. To 
this day, his shrine in the Palestinian town of Beit Jala draws both Christian and Muslim pilgrims. 
So let’s ignore the far-right bigots and all rally behind St George: we couldn’t ask for a better 
symbol of “courage and inclusivity”. 


FRANCE 


The nation 
shouldn’t forget 
overseas citizens 

Marianne 


Part of our nation has been paralysed by a 
general strike for two weeks, but the rest of 
Prance has barely noticed, said Marianne. 

That’s because the department of Mayotte is 
an island between Mozambique and 
Madagascar, 5,000 miles away from Paris. 

But the people there, mostly Muslims, are 
full Prench citizens and they are striking to 
demand full rights - including access to the 
same social benefits and labour protections 
as the rest of the Prench. The Prench 
government spends nearly twice as much on 
a typical mainland resident as it does on one 
in Mayotte, even though some 84% of 
Mayotte residents live below our poverty line - compared with 16% on the mainland - and nearly 
10% scrape by on less than $100 a month. Meanwhile, the island is grappling with “intense migrant 
pressure”, as boatloads of people from neighbouring Comoros stream in, seeking access to the 
Prench health-care system. Prime Minister Manuel Vails visited the island last year and promised a 
rejuvenation plan, but little has materialised, and the people are tired of waiting. The young are 
building barricades to block traffic, and some have started “hurling rocks at motorists”. Mayotte 
“has begun to boil”. Prance must take notice before it boils over. 



UNITED KINGDOM 


No phone 
calls please, 
we’re British 

The Guardian 


To encourage more foreign visitors, Sweden’s tourism authority has unveiled a new hotline that 
connects international callers to random Swedes, said Rupert Myers. By all accounts, most of these 
callers ask benign things about IKEA, Abba, and the Muppets’ Swedish Chef character. But if we 
Brits ever invited foreigners to call us and ask questions, it “would be a thing of total, unmitigated 
horror, wouldn’t it?” We would be asked, for example, why we wear so much Lycra when we never 
exercise. “Stroll into any fast food outlet and you’ll find Brits dressed up in the latest sportswear, 
chomping down on burgers.” People will want to know if we’ll ever “stop going on about the 
Second World War,” our finest hour, which we invoke at sporting events and in just about every 
conversation about the European Union. We’d probably hear complaints about the British paparazzi 
and the British louts who go to Amsterdam or Prague for their bachelor parties. But surely the most 
baffling question is why a country that produced the Beatles, the Rolling Stones and Adele sends a 
talentless musical act each year to the Eurovision Song contest, where they’re promptly bested by 
some over-emoting Eastern European diva? “Do you love to lose?” 


GERMANY 


Should Nato 
have met 
with Russia? 

Deutsche Welle 



Was it really a good idea for Nato and 
Russia to meet face-to-face recently, asks 
Barbara Wesel. “Serious and frank” was 
how Nato Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
(pictured) described the meeting in Brussels 
- diplomatic speak for almost coming to 
blows. Western diplomats are desperate to 
reduce tensions. Russian jets came within ten 
metres of the US warship they buzzed in the 
Baltic last week; close enough, warned US 
Secretary of State John Kerry, for them to be 
shot down under existing rules of 
engagement. Germany is especially keen to 
restore “predictability” to the relationship. 

But Vladimir Putin was having none of it. 

He used the meeting as a “Wailing Wall”, 
indignantly accusing the West of 
“unlawfully” expanding to Eastern Europe. He insisted the tension is all Nato’s fault for having 
unaccountably switched from partnership to deterrent mode, as if the “little detail” of the annexation 
of Crimea - the cause of the breach two years ago - had nothing to do with it. Diplomats insist that 
any dialogue is worthwhile, however “meaningless”. But all that was achieved by this “verbal 
slugfest” was to enable Putin yet again to “heap insults” on the West and fill headlines with his view 
of the world. It’s pointless hoping for reliability from someone who “covers his ears” while “loudly” 
repeating his own arguments. Enough. Nato shouldn’t let itself be manipulated indefinitely. 
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Best articles: International 


NEWS 21 


CHINA 


Truth must 
be told about 
toxic school 

South China Morning Post 


There have been “conflicting reports” about whether the location of a new school in 
Changzhou is toxic, said an editorial in The South China Morning Post. Last week, CCTV 
News channel revealed that nearly 500 students had “developed health problems” following 
the relocation of Changzhou Foreign Language School to a site close to three former chemical 
plants. “Medical checks revealed blood and thyroid abnormalities, bronchitis, and in some 
cases lymphoma and leukaemia.” Initially, the authorities tried to deny there was a problem. 
However, “thankfully, the CCTV News expose forced authorities to agree to the investigation”. 
China’s rapid speed of industrialisation “has often resulted in the need for rigorous environmental 
safety assessments”. Only 100km from the Changzhou school, an industrial chemical park 
has recently been forced to shut down its operations, after children at a nearby primary 
school “began to complain of nosebleeds and itching.” Although the government has now 
promised a “joint investigation by the environmental and educational authorities” into the 
Changzhou school, many parents “do not have much faith in it”. There are currently many 
questions left unanswered - such as why the site passed an environmental assessment. 

“Trust and confidence will only be restored if the investigation is not a whitewash, and 
authorities do what it takes to safeguard student’s health.” 


NIGERIA 


No one cares 
about the 
kidnapped girls 

The Globe and Mail 


Two years after the shocking kidnap of 
schoolgirls in Nigeria, the promises made 
for their rescue remain sadly unfulfilled, 
says Obiageli Ezekwesili. Hundreds of 
other women enslaved by militants of 
Boko Haram have been found, women 
we weren’t even told had been missing. 

But of 219 schoolgirls from the Chibok 
community there’s still no trace, apart from 
a video of 15 of them pleading with the 
government for their release; most likely a 
bid by their captors to exchange them for 
jailed militants. It’s largely the fault of 
Nigeria’s previous government, which remained “visibly uncooperative” with countries that 
offered help: one senior Western minister said dealing with it was the “single most frustrating” 
experience of his life. Alas, Muhammadu Buhari’s new government is little better. He says there’s 
no credible intelligence of the girls’ whereabouts. And whose fault is that? Once people 
everywhere were “riveted” by the tragic story of girls who continued going to school despite the 
dangers posed by terrorists, only to be seized as they were about to sit their final exams. But the 
“flurry of chants and protests” came to nothing, and now the world no longer seems to care. 



INDIA 


Do we want 
Brits to give 
back gem? 

NDTV.com 


Do we really want the British to give us back the world’s most famous gem, asks Ashok Malik. 
Valued at around $200m, the 105-carat Kohinoor diamond, which now occupies pride of place 
in the Queen Mother’s crown on display in the Tower of London, belonged to the Maharaja in 
Lahore before it was signed over to the British after they defeated the Sikhs in 1849. India has 
always insisted it was “stolen”, but successive British governments have refused to return it. And 
our own solicitor general recently pointed out that the stone was, in fact, legally transferred by 
treaty. But his remarks caused public outrage, so now the government is again in full cry. It 
should think again. Lahore is in Pakistan, which has also staked a claim to the gem. Do we need 
yet another reason to quarrel with our neighbour? Besides, Indian soldiers also looted treasures, 
as did British archaeologists on our behalf, liberally helping themselves to the precious artefacts 
from Chinese Turkestan (now Xinjiang) that fill the Central Asia section of the Indian Museum 
in New Delhi. If the Kohinoor were returned, we’d have Beijing on our backs. All things 
considered, far better to leave it where it is. 


PAKISTAN 


Living with 
a target on 
your head 

The Independent 


The US government is trying to kill me, 
said Malik Jalal. I am a member of the 
North Waziristan Peace Committee, a 
group of Pakistani tribal leaders trying to 
keep the peace between the Taliban and 
the authorities. The group is recognised by 
the Pakistani government, but the US 
wrongly thinks it helps the Taliban - and 
for that, apparently, I must die. The first 
time the US tried to take me out was in 
2010, when a drone strike destroyed my 
car, injuring my nephew, who’d borrowed 
it, and a nearby vehicle, killing four men 
who had nothing to do with me. The next 
strike blew up a car that looked like mine, killing four more innocents; another attack killed 
three. A fourth strike hit a meeting of tribal leaders, killing 40. Now I park far away from my 
friends’ houses when I visit, and at night sleep in a tent away from my family. I don’t want to 
endanger anyone else. The US drone war in Pakistan “is a crime of unspeakable proportions”. 

It kills “nine of our children” for every intended assassination, and inspires rage and extremism 
among survivors. To the Americans I say, “Please stop terrorising my wife and children. And take 
me off that Kill List.” 
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22 NEWS Health &c Science 

What the scientists are saying... 


Dementia rate down for men 

Men are significantly less likely to develop 
dementia than they were two decades ago 

- probably because they’re leading 
healthier lives - scientists have found. By 
contrast, the rates for women are almost 
unchanged; probably because they’d 
already made these lifestyle changes. 
Researchers at Cambridge University 
measured changes to the dementia 
incidence rate (the proportion of people 
developing the condition within a given 
period) by tracking two groups of 
over-65s, from the same parts of the UK, 
over separate three-year periods: 1991-94 
and 2008-11. Men in the second cohort 
were 40% less likely to develop dementia 
than in the first, whereas for women the 
fall was only 2.5%. “Men are becoming 
a bit more like women in terms of health 
patterns,” said Carol Brayne, who led the 
study. Men’s life expectancy is increasing, 
she added, and their vascular health has 
improved dramatically. Yet despite the fall 
in incidences of dementia, more people are 
developing the condition than ever before 

- an inevitable result of Britain’s ageing 
population. In 1994, there were 183,000 
new cases per year, compared with 
210,000 today; had the incidence rate 
remained unchanged, however, the 
researchers estimate that latter figure 
would be around 250,000. 

Stuttering mice 

Scientists in America claim to have created 
rodents that “stutter” when they squeak 

- by meddling with their genes. A 
mutation to a gene called Gnptab, 
previously associated with cellular waste 
disposal, was identified as a possible cause 
of stuttering in humans back in 2010. To 
learn more about its links to the condition, 
researchers at Washington University in St 



Mice: Study could help “fix” stuttering 


Louis introduced the mutation to mice; 
and sure enough, the resulting pups paused 
for longer between the noises they made, 
and were more likely to squeak in 
repetitive single syllables, than their 
non-mutated littermates. “These mice 
aren’t stuttering, but they show a lot of 
features that are similar to a human that 
stutters,” said Terra Barnes, who led the 
study. And the rodents would certainly be 
more useful than stammering humans as 
research tools, she added. “We can throw 
every drug in the book at [them]... we can 
try to figure out what part of the brain is 
affected”; and eventually maybe “work 
out how to fix it”. 

Were dinosaurs doomed anyway? 

Dinosaurs were already heading towards 
extinction long before a six-mile-wide 
asteroid slammed into Earth and wiped 
them out some 65 million years ago, a new 
study has claimed. Many palaeontologists 
believe that dinosaurs were flourishing 
prior to the collision, and only went 
extinct because of the environmental havoc 
it caused. (The vast dust cloud it threw up 
would have blocked the sun’s rays, cooling 


the Earth and leading to widespread plant 
extinction, believe experts.) But the 
University of Reading study, which used 
statistical data and fossil records to create 
family trees of the main dinosaur groups, 
suggests dinosaurs were already struggling 
as long as 90 million years ago, with entire 
species dying out faster than new ones were 
emerging. The resulting lack of diversity 
would have made them more susceptible 
when the asteroid struck. “The decline of 
the dinosaurs would have left plenty of 
room for mammals to flourish before the 
impact, priming them to replace dinosaurs 
as the dominant animals on Earth,” 

Chris Venditti, who led the research, told 
The Guardian. 

The big body imaging project 

The biggest ever project to scan the internal 
workings of the human body is to take 
place in Britain. In a new phase of the UK 
Biobank study, 100,000 middle-aged 
volunteers will have their brains, hearts, 
bones, arteries and body fat scanned. In 
future, scientists will then be able to look 
back at the scans of volunteers who have 
developed serious illnesses, and chart any 
internal changes that occurred before the 
onset of symptoms - giving researchers vital 
insights into how diseases progress, and 
paving the way, in theory, for break¬ 
throughs in treatments. “We may find out 
how to find the earliest changes in disease, 
discovering markers for a disease like 
Alzheimer’s years before they happen,” 
Professor Paul Matthews of Imperial 
College London, the academic chair of the 
Biobank project, told The Independent. 

Why Earth’s axis is moving 

The melting of polar ice and the drying up 
of aquifers caused by climate change is 
altering how Earth turns on its axis, with 
the North Pole shifting a few millimeters 
eastward, a new NASA study reveals. The 
planet isn’t perfectly round, and tends to 
wobble as it spins at an angle of about 23.5 
degrees. Geophysicists have long known 
that this process makes the poles drift 
slightly: The North Pole, for example, 
moved westward toward Canada’s Hudson 
Bay for about a century. Then, in 2000, it 
mysteriously reversed course, swinging 
eastward twice as fast as usual, reports 
National Geographic. Researchers 
previously attributed the shift to melting ice 
sheets in Greenland and Antarctica. But 
updated computer models provide solid 
evidence that drought and the depletion of 
aquifers, particularly the loss of water 
around India and the Caspian Sea, are also 
influencing Earth’s distribution of mass 
- and its axis. “The recent shift from the 
20^^-century direction is very dramatic,” 
says NASA’s Surendra Adhikari. The polar 
shift poses no danger, but researchers say it 
underscores the profound impact humans 
are having on the planet. 


New hope for paralysis victims 

A 24-year-old man left paralysed following 
a diving accident six years ago has regained 
the use of his right hand thanks to a 
pioneering technology that sends signals 
from his brain directly to his muscles, 
bypassing his damaged spinal cord. A tiny 
chip implanted into Ian Burkhart’s motor 
cortex “reads” his neural messages and 
transmits them to a sleeve of electrodes on 
his forearm, which stimulates the muscles in 
his hand, fingers and wrist accordingly. He 
can now pour water, swipe a credit card and 
even play basic computer games. While 
people fitted with electrodes have previously 
been able to control robotic limbs, he is the first to control his own muscles. 

Eor now, Burkhart (pictured) can only use his hand in a lab at Ohio State University. 
But scientists hope the technology will eventually become portable, transforming life 
for people with paralysis. Researcher Chad Bouton thinks it could work for stroke 
victims as well as those with spinal injuries. “If we can reroute signals round a 
spinal injury, why could we not reroute them round an area of the brain that has 
been injured?” 
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Artificial intelligence: Rise of the chatbots 


The world’s biggest tech companies 
believe the way we use the internet 
is about to undergo a major shift, 
said Sarah Halzack in The 
Washington Post. Facebook, 

Microsoft, Apple, Google, and 
Amazon are all convinced that the 
future of tech lies in chatbots - 
interactive software programs that 
converse with users to help them 
get information and buy products 
and services. Chatbot cheerleaders 
say this artificial-intelligence- 
powered technology will soon be 
our “primary digital gateway” to 
the web, the way that homepages once were and apps are today. 
As Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella recently put it: “Bots are the 
new apps”. 

Chatbots have been around for a while - remember Clippy? 

- but recent advances in machine learning will help them 
“change everything about how you surf the web”, said Biz 
Carson on Businesslnsider.com. Instead of opening a weather 
app to see if you’ll need an umbrella today, you’ll just ask a bot. 
You might use one to order an Uber, buy new shoes, or check 
your flight status. Facebook is at the forefront of the chatbot 
charge, launching a platform last week that allows companies to 
develop bots within its Messenger app, which has 900 million 
global users. Big brands like Bank of America, eBay, and 
StubHub are already on board. Messaging app Kik, which has 
275 million users - 70% of them ages 13 to 24 - launched its 


own bot platform in April. Sephora, 
H&M, and Funny or Die all host bots 
there, helping users find products or clips 
from their favourite shows. 

Don’t get too exited, because “using 
these robo-assistants is like trying to talk 
politics with a toddler”, said Darren Orf 
on Gizmodo.com. The Hi Poncho 
weather bot in Messenger was utterly 
befuddled by even basic questions - 
“What’s the weather like in Brooklyn 
this weekend?” - and its responses were 
gratingly robotic, no matter how many 
funny GIFs it tossed my way. Shopping 
bots aren’t much better. I ordered a bouquet through the 
1-800-Flowers bot in Messenger and found the options limited 
and the payment process confusing. Chatbots “will get better, 
but it’s going to take time”. Until then, it’s easier to get info and 
order stuff “the old-fashioned way”: through an app. 

But people “are growing tired of individual apps”, said Mike 
Isaac in The New York Times. Though we’re increasingly glued 
to our smartphones, we’re spending most of that time in just a 
handful of messaging and social media apps. Big brands see 
chatbots as a way to better interact with customers. The 
question for Silicon Valley is whether chatbots in messaging 
services like Facebook’s Messenger or Kik will win out over 
voice-controlled AI assistants like Apple’s Siri or Amazon’s Echo, 
which can act as a single, centralised helper for your life. 
Regardless of the victor, “the bot wave is coming”. 



Innovation of the week 


If you work in 
an office, 
chances are 
you're freezing 
some days and 
burning up on 
others, says 
Adele Peters in 
Fast Company. 

But what if 
"instead of 
having to wear 
a sweater in 
the office in 
the summer," you had a chair that 
kept you the perfect temperature? 
The Hyperchair, developed by 
researchers at the University of 
California, Berkeley, works like a 
heated car seat, using heating tape 
woven into the fabric to warm the 
sitter. "If someone's too hot, 
strategically placed fans wick body 
heat away."The temperature can be 
adjusted via a button on the chair's 
side or through a smartphone app. 
The chairs aren't cheap - they start 
at $1,000 - but the designers say 
their individual climate controls 
will shrink utility bills. Plus, 
management will never again have 
to deal with employees arguing 
over the air con. 


Bytes: What's new in tech 

Big slowdown in startup funding 

Venture capitalists “hit the brakes” on 
startup investing in the first three months 
of 2016, said Scott Martin in The Wall 
Street Journal. Funding slumped 25% 
from the fourth quarter of 2015 to $13.9 
billion, “the largest quarterly decline on 
record since the dot-com bust”. Soaring 
valuations have started to come back down 
to earth after several boom years, and 
startups across Silicon Valley are “slashing 
marketing budgets, laying off staff, and 
dialing back lofty ambitions”. Investors 
have also begun to sour on the on-demand 
market. Until recently, almost any startup 
mimicking Uber’s model could get funding. 
But optimism has waned “after few such 
firms demonstrated they could operate 
profitably”. Shuddle, a ride-hailing service 
for children, shut its doors last week after 
failing to raise more capital. Others have 
seen their valuations drop dramatically. 

GoPro looks to outside developers 

“Your GoPro is 
about to get a lot 
more powerful,” 
said Lexy Savvides on CNET.com. The 
action-camera maker announced a new 
developers programme last week to 
support third-party companies building 
apps and accessories that connect with 
GoPro products. Already, more than 100 
companies have joined the programme. 


including BMW, which has an app called 
M Laptimer that allows racing enthusiasts 
to use their GoPro to automatically record 
car speed and location and replay video 
of the drive. Fisher-Price is developing 
GoPro - compatible mounts that attach 
to children’s jumperoos and walkers so 
parents can capture milestones from their 
little one’s perspective. “GoPro had a 
shaky start to 2016”; after weaker-than- 
expected sales in 2015, the company laid 
off 7% of its workforce in January. 

Hackers love QuickTime for 
Windows 

“If your Windows PC still runs 
Apple’s QuickTime, it’s time 
to find another video player,” 
said Andrea Peterson in The 
Washington Post. The US Department 
of Homeland Security issued a warning 
last week recommending that PC owners 
immediately uninstall QuickTime 
for Windows because of two serious 
vulnerabilities in the software’s code. “The 
flaws could be exploited by a cybercriminal 
to attack computers when users visit 
a malicious website or open an unsafe 
file.” Because Apple no longer updates 
QuickTime for Windows, the security 
holes won’t be patched, so the only way 
to protect your data is to uninstall the 
software. Apple has posted instructions for 
removing QuickTime from PCs on its site. 
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24 NEWS Talking points 

President Obama: An “inappropriate” intervention? 


It was the Brexit Leave campaign’s worst 
nightmare, said Jonathan Freedland in The 
Guardian. President Obama flew to London last 
week to have dinner with Queen Elizabeth, play 
golf with David Cameron - and “calmly rip 
apart the case for Brexit”. Speaking outside 
Downing Street, Obama said that, if Britain left 
the EU, it would be at the “back of the queue” 
for any unilateral trade deal with the US. “Not 
because we don’t have a special relationship,” 
he added, but because it makes more sense for 
the US to negotiate with a “big bloc” like the 
EU than do “piecemeal” deals with smaller 
countries. It was a crushing blow to the Brexit 
camp. Like a husband who dreams of leaving 
his wife for another woman - one “who really 
understands him” - Eurosceptics have long 
argued that Britain’s natural partners are not the 
country’s continental neighbours, but the 
“Anglosphere” nations created by British colonialism. Obama, as 
the leader of the world’s most powerful English-speaking nation, 
is the “other woman”, and he has made his feelings clear: “Don’t 
rush into a hasty divorce because you think we’re waiting for you 
with open arms. We’re not.” 

Obama’s visit left David Cameron and the Remain camp 
“squirming with pleasure”, said the 
Daily Mail. He did “everything they 
asked of him and more” - even 
parroting No. lO’s language (hence the 
English usage “queue” rather than the 
American “line”). But I suspect his 
intervention will “go down much less 
well with the British people”, said Stephen Glover in the same 
paper. We do not like to be “told what to do by the leader of a 
foreign country, even one as historically close to Britain as the 
United States”. It is especially galling because America would 
never “voluntarily cede an ounce of sovereignty” - not just 
because it is so rich and powerful (after all, it was nothing but “a 
motley collection of underdeveloped states” when it fought to free 
itself from British rule), but because it has a fierce attachment to 
the principles of democracy and self-determination. 

Obama’s warning certainly riled many voters, said The Times. In 
a new poll, 53% said they thought it was “inappropriate” for him 
to interfere in the referendum campaign. “But voters in both 


camps will have paid attention”, and it added 
ballast to the Remain campaign’s strongest 
argument - that the economic fallout from 
Brexit is simply too risky. Even more damaging 
to the Vote Leave campaign, said Will Hutton in 
The Observer, was the way it responded to 
Obama’s intervention. Boris Johnson wrote an 
article for The Sun suggesting that the “part- 
Kenyan” president was motivated by an 
“ancestral dislike of the British Empire”. This, 
argued Johnson, may also explain why a bust of 
Winston Churchill mysteriously disappeared 
from the Oval Office when Obama came to 
power. The president’s dignified response - he 
explained that he had merely moved Churchill’s 
bust into his personal quarters, and put a bust 
of Martin Luther King in the Oval Office to 
inspire him - left Johnson looking decidedly 
foolish, or worse. 

Far worse, said Nick Cohen in The Spectator. Johnson exposed 
himself as “a man without principle or shame” - a “braying 
charlatan” in the mould of Donald Trump. His suggestion that 
Obama has been “corrupted by the dark, primal, anti-British 
hatreds of his Kenyan ancestry” is a whisker away from the 
“racist lie” spread by America’s “birther” movement, which could 
not accept a black man as president. 

Let’s not get carried away, said Andrew 
Gimson in The Mail on Sunday. Boris 
wasn’t being racist: he was being sloppy. 
“He needed to find an intro to his 
article which would grab the reader’s 
attention”, so he “reached for the tired 
old Churchill anecdote” without bothering to check his facts. 

This is Boris’ abiding flaw, and it is a serious one. The EU 
referendum is for him “a kind of audition for the top job”. His 
“unstatesmanlike” behaviour this week will have damaged his 
prime ministerial ambitions, as well as the Leave campaign. 

It has been a bad week for the Leave campaign, said Stephen Bush 
in the New Statesman - but that isn’t necessarily good news for 
Remain. Although polls show a growing majority of Britons in 
favour of staying in the EU, the people most likely to cast a vote 
are still the ardent Eurosceptics. If the majority think there is no 
real danger of Brexit, they may not bother making the trip to the 
polling station. Complacency, not conviction, may win the day. 



Obama: Britain should stay in Europe 


“The British do not like to be told 
what to do by the leader of a foreign 
country - even the United States ” 


Pick of the week’s 

Gossip 


Six former contestants from 
DonaldTrump's reality show. 
The Apprentice, last week 
denounced the Republican 
presidential front-runner for 
stoking "sexism, xenophobia, 
racism, violence, and hate," in 
the words of Season 4 winner 
Randal Pinkett.The group, 
which also included Kwame 
Jackson, Kevin Allen,Tara 
Dowdell, Marshawn Evans 
Daniels, and James Sun, said 
that based on what they saw 
ofTrump on the show and his 
anti-immigrant proposals on 
the campaign trail, "we do not 


believe he is worthy of 
becoming president of the 
United States." 

Prince Charles carried on his 
affair with current wife Camilla 
Parker-Bowles throughout his 
marriage to the late Princess 
Diana (pictured), a new book 
claims. In Game of Crowns, 
author Christopher Andersen 
says Charles used his influence 
to keep Camilla's army officer 
husband away for months at a 
time, so he and Camilla could 
enjoy trysts at her home. 
Eventually, Diana confronted 
her rival. "I know exactly what is 
going on between you and 
Charles," she said. Camilla 
stood her ground. "You've got 
everything you ever wanted," 
she said. "What more do you 



want?" Appalled, the princess 
shot back, "I want my husband." 


As a pop star, who had many 
girlfriends, Paul McCartney 
was highly vulnerable to 
paternity claims, says Philip 
Norman in a new biography: 


these poured in by the 
sackload, and continued to do 
so after he'd settled down with 
his wife, Linda. "Some are 
really impressive," McCartney 
said in 1983. "They come with 
exact details of when and 
where - and I start racking my 
brains and thinking to myself: 
'Maybe I was there'"That very 
year, a German woman had 
gone to court in Berlin, 
insisting McCartney had 
fathered her child in Hamburg 
in the early 1960s. Eventually, 
tests showed he could not be 
the child's father.The case was 
dismissed, and the woman, 
who had been asking for 
$2.55m, was told to pay costs. 
She was facing financial ruin - 
until McCartney stepped in 
and settled her bill. 
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Talking points 


A holiday in Saudi? Kingdom to open its doors 


Last Monday Saudi 
Arabia’s Deputy Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman A1 Saud 
announced sweeping plans 
to overhaul the country’s 
economy. In a plan he 
called Vision 2030, the 
30-year-old son of King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz A1 
Saud declared that Saudi 
Arabia would break its 
“addiction” to oil, in part 
through investing in the 
country’s tourism sector. 

According to the Prince, the plan does not 
depend on the price of oil and “can be achieved 
even if crude oil prices fall to around $30 a 
barrel”, reported the Wall Street Journal. 

The country seems to be “putting its money 
where its mouth is”, said Adam Taylor in The 
Washington Post. The plan will see Saudi Arabia’s 
investment in tourism rise from the current 
amount of $8bn to $46bn by 2020. The country 
already has a large number of religious visitors 
each year, due to the Kingdom being home to two 
of the most important sites in Islam: Mecca and 
Medina. According to the World Bank, “the total 
number of tourist arrivals to Saudi Arabia 
reached over 18 million in 2014”. The move 
comes at a good time politically too, said Taylor. 
There is “intense pressure in Saudi Arabia from 
both regional Shii’te rival Iran and extremist 
[terror groups in the region], tourism could serve 
a geopolitical purpose as well as an economic 
one”. Some doubt that the plan to use tourism to 
help “wean its economy off oil” will work, 
however: “to attract Western or Russian tourists 
you need to provide alcohol and bikinis,” Bruce 


Riedel, a senior analyst at 
the Brookings Institution of 
Washington told the 
newspaper. Without these 
factors, “the largest markets 
with the most money won’t 
come”. According to Prince 
Sultan bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz A1 Saud, the 
President &c Chairman of 
the Board of the Saudi 
Commission for Tourism 
and National Heritage, 
alcohol would remain a 
non-negotiable factor for 
the Kingdom. “There will not be alcohol in Saudi 
Arabia because this a different land, it is the land 
of the Haramain (the two Holy sites) - the 
country has much more to offer to stimulate you 
than alcohol.” 

It’s true said Gulf News, Saudi Arabia has a “rich 
heritage” with plenty to showcase. There’s 
Madain Saleh - a Unesco listed pre-Islamic site, 
considered an “archaeological gem” by many and 
believed to have been home to the Nabataean 
civilisation, whose capital was Petra in Jordan. 
There is also Al-Masjid an-Nabawi, a mosque 
“originally built by Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) 
and now home to his final resting place”. Many 
of the economic problems currently facing Saudi 
Arabia are similar to the problems Dubai faced in 
the early 1980s, said Andy Critchlow in CNBC 
when “oil accounted for 50% of the emirate’s 
economy”. In Dubai, successful policies “aimed 
at attracting high net-worth foreign workers, 
tourism and trade have reduced that to 2%.” For 
Saudi Arabia to achieve similar success, it “needs 
to think about the link between openness and 
investment,” said Critchlow. 



Nuit Debout: France’s second revolution? 


It was high time France gave birth to its own 
protest movement, said Jacques Attali in 
L’Express. Revolutions have started in great 
city squares including Cairo’s Tahir and Kiev’s 
Maidan. Spain has a major new protest party, 
Podemos; Italy has its Five Star Movement; the 
US has Occupy. But in France, nothing - until 
now. Massive demonstrations in March against 
planned labour reforms have morphed into 
nocturnal gatherings, sometimes thousands 
strong, in the Place de la Republique in Paris, 
under the banner “Nuit Debout” (“Night 
Standing”). These gatherings are mostly young 
people meeting to debate France’s future. 

But as yet they have no clear goals and no 
leader, just a frustration with the “empty” 
declarations of the professional politicians. 

Time will tell if it’s the start of a major 
movement or just a “rich kids’ fantasy” that 
will soon “fizzle”, said Nicholas Vinocur in 
Politico. So far the crowd - overwhelmingly 
young, white and middle-class - has endured 
standing out in the cold and rain, as students 
and left-wing activists distribute food and put 


up tents, tables and sound systems for a 
night of debate. The crowd votes by a show 
of hands on matters ranging from feminism to 
constitutional reform. President Hollande and 
his ministers are at a loss as to how to deal 
with them. It’s not just the politicians who 
draw disdain, said Vinocur. When the left-wing 
“firebrand” Jean-Luc Melenchon turned up, 
eager to “shine in the glow of youthful 
enthusiasm”, he got the cold shoulder. But he 
got off lightly compared with right-wing 
philosopher Alain Finkielkraut, says Mathieu 
Bock-Cote in Le Figaro. When he pitched up 
with his wife, he was spat at and called a 
“fascist”. It shows, alas, that Nuit Debout has 
already been hijacked by the sectarian Left. Its 
supporters seem to want to do away with 
politicians altogether: they’ve yet to learn that 
direct democracy, fine as an ideal, is in reality 
just a form of “militant aristocracy”. And 
their resort to “demonising the corporate 
world” is certainly no solution to France’s 
sluggish economy, says Richard Werly in Le 
Temps. If they can’t come up with anything 
better than that, they’ll get nowhere. 


NEWS 25 


Wit& 

Wisdom 

“Life’s not fair, is it? Some of 
us drink bubbly in the fast 
lane, and some of us eat our 
sandwiches by the loose 
chippings on the A597.” 
Victoria Wood, quoted in 
The Times 

“Nothing is so admirable in 
politics as a short memory.” 

JK Galbraith, quoted in 
The Sunday Times 

“Nothing has really happened 
until it is written down.” 
Virginia Woolf, quoted in 
The Spectator 

“Life is a moderately good 
play with a badly written 
third act.” 

Truman Capote, quoted in 
The Daily Telegraph 

“How little we know 
ourselves until we notice 
what we do.” 

Matthew Parris, in The Times 

“As a general rule, nobody 
has money who ought to 
have it.” 

Benjamin Disraeli, quoted on 
The Browser 

“You must come again when 
you have less time.” 
Walter Sickert, when showing 
a guest to the door, quoted in 
The New York Times 

“Joy, it must be 
remembered, is nothing like 
happiness, its milquetoast 
cousin. It is instead a vivid 
and extreme state of being, 
often arrived at in the 
aftermath of great pain.” 
Novelist Ayana Mathis, 
ibid 

“If we knew what it was we 
were doing, it would not be 
called research, would it?” 
Albert Einstein, quoted on 
USAToday.com 


Statistics of the week 

Two Hillary Clinton 
fundraisers in California 
hosted by George Clooney 
and his wife, Amal, recently 
raised an estimated 
$15 million. Clooney called it 
"an obscene amount of 
money," but said it was a 
necessary evil in the age of 
unlimited Super PAC 
fundraising. 

Slate.com 
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26 NEWS 


Sport 


London Marathon: The refugee who’s going to the Olympics 


The London Marathon is “one of the great mass- 
participation events”, said Matthew Syed in The 
Times. Every year, more than 35,000 runners come 
together as “a mass of humanity”. United in 
concentration, they embrace this extraordinary 
opportunity to test their minds and bodies. And on 
Sunday, no one tested themselves more than Tsegai 
Tewelde, said Sean Ingle in The Guardian. It’s a 
miracle that he’s running at all: at the age of eight 
he was blown up by a landmine in war-torn Eritrea, 
and needed surgery to have shrapnel removed. But 
on Sunday, Tewelde - now 25 - “ran into the British 
Olympic squad”. He came 12th in his very first 
marathon to ensure a place in Rio this summer. 

When he came to the UK, in 2008, Tewelde was 
only meant to be running in a competition in 
Edinburgh. But he and five fellow Eritreans 
underperformed and faced being kicked out of the 
team; that could have meant being sent to prison on 
their return to Eritrea’s brutal regime. Instead, they claimed 
asylum in Glasgow. Today, Tewelde can be seen running along 
the Clyde, “fuelled by black tea with six spoonfuls of sugar”. 

Galium Hawkins is set to join Tewelde in Rio, said Ron Lewis in 
The Times. Just 23, the Scot is being hailed as “the future of 
British distance running”. He came eighth in London, ahead of 
Dennis Kimetto, the world record-holder - despite having to 


squeeze in training alongside his mechanical 
engineering studies. His older brother Derek 
wasn’t far behind, in 14th place, and has also 
made it into Team GB. The two men have a close 
relationship: they both live at home and train with 
their father, a former champion runner. Yet this 
was the first time they had ever competed against 
each other. 

The biggest drama came in the women’s race, said 
Ben Bloom in The Daily Telegraph. With less than 
five miles remaining, Jemima Sumgong, a Kenyan 
runner, was tripped by Aselefech Mergia. Sumgong 
smashed her forehead on the road - yet she 
immediately sprang to her feet, nursing the gash 
on her head. A mile later, an intruder vaulted a 
barrier and came within inches of colliding with 
the runner before he was dragged away. 

“Unfazed” by such setbacks, Sumgong took a 
“thrilling victory” in 2hrs 22mins 58secs. The men’s marathon, 
by contrast, was easily won by Eliud Kipchoge, a 31-year-old 
Kenyan. He produced one of the finest performances in the 
history of the race. Kipchoge finished in 2hrs 3mins 5secs - the 
second-fastest marathon of all time, just eight seconds short of the 
world record. Considered a particularly tough course, London 
had previously hosted just one of the 20 fastest marathons. 
Kipchoge’s performance “tore up the record books”. 



Tewelde: 12th in his first race 


Football: Why Mahrez Is player of the year 


They said Riyad Mahrez couldn’t succeed in the 
Premier League, said Paul Doyle in The Guardian. 
Less than 5ft lOin, and weighing just nine-and-a- 
half stone, he was meant to be too slight to survive 
the rough and tumble of English football. How 
“gloriously wrong” that proved to be. Signed two 
years ago for a mere $580,000, the Leicester winger 
has been “the chief creator in English football’s 
most improbable title challenge”. He has had a 
hand in more Premier League goals than any other 
player, scoring 17 and setting up 11. This week, his 
fellow professionals “confirmed what we already 
knew”, naming Mahrez player of the year. 



The Algerian international is a “perfect fit” for 
Leicester, said Rob Draper in The Mail on Sunday. Both were 
once “disregarded underdogs”, deemed unfit for “the higher 
echelons”. Growing up in a deprived suburb of Paris, Mahrez 


Mahrez: “Waifish assassin 


played football “endlessly”: he and his friends used 
to break into a sports hall at lam, kicking a ball 
around for hours. But as a teenager he failed to 
impress scouts, and was never picked up by a big 
club. That’s what makes Mahrez unique, said Alan 
Smith in The Daily Telegraph. Unlike his peers, he 
wasn’t neutered by the “professional attention” of an 
academy and hours in the gym. Instead, he’s a “street 
footballer” of staggering skill. Mahrez’s great 
strengths are his “sharpness of mind and slightness of 
foot”, said Doyle. He shimmies, twists and darts past 
opponents like a “waifish assassin”, tormenting them 
with glee. Like everyone in this Leicester team, he is 
“deadly efficient” and disciplined, defending 
whenever necessary - but his special contribution is 
unpredictability, doing things “no opponent can reasonably 
foresee”. With Leicester now just three points away from winning 
the title, Mahrez has earned his place among “the greats”. 


Commentary box 


The nearly man triumphs 

For two decades, Richard Johnson 
was jump racing's nearly man, says 
Cornelius Lysaght on BBC Sport 
online. "Easily the second most 
successful jump jockey of all time',' 
he had the misfortune to race in the 
same era as the great A.R McCoy. 

McCoy "ruthlessly dominated" the 
sport, winning the champion jockey 
crown 20 years in a row; Johnson 
was perennially relegated to 
second place, and finished runner- 
up a staggering 16 times. But 
McCoy retired last year - and in his absence, 
Johnson has finally come out on top.The 
38-year-old was in imperious form all season, 
winning 235 races, and last Saturday he was 
crowned champion.The sport has "moved into a 
new era'.' 


Giving umpires the edge 

Hawk-Eye has transformed 
international cricket, says Simon 
Hughes inTheTimes.The ball¬ 
tracking system makes it far harder 
for batsmen to trick the umpire: no 
longer can they pretend they 
haven't edged the ball when it's 
caught by the wicketkeeper. Now, a 
new sensor could do the same for 
club cricket. Devised by Dr Paul 
Hawkins, the creator of Hawk-Eye, 
the device is the size of a one cent 
coin, and can be attached easily to 
a bat. It will be linked to an app on the umpire's 
smartphone, showing whether there has been 
any contact with the bat - even a "tiny snick'.' 
And at $37, the sensor is so cheap that it can be 
introduced at all levels of the sport. It promises 
to "enhance the amateur game'.' 



Johnson: On top at last 


Sporting headlines 

Tennis Rafael Nadal beat Kei 
Nishikori in the final of the 
Barcelona Open to equal 
Guillermo Vilas' record of 49 
career clay-court titles. 

Football Man Utd beat 
Everton 2-1 and Crystal Palace 
beat Watford 2-1 in the FA 
Cup semi-finals. 

Snooker Ronnie O'Sullivan 
was knocked out of the World 
Championship in the second 
round by Barry Hawkins. 

Rugby union Saracens beat 
Wasps 24-17 to reach the 
final of the European Rugby 
Champions Cup.They will 
face Racing 92, who beat 
Leicester 19-16 in their 
semi-final. 
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ARTS 

Review of reviews: Books 


Book of the week 


And the Weak Suffer 
What They Must? 

Yanis Varoufakis 

Bodley Head, $25 

When Yaris Varoufakis became 
Greece’s finance minister in January 
2015, many supporters of the left- 
wing ruling coalition, Syriza, saw him 
as a “neoliberal” who “sounded like a 
member of the elite”, said Paul Mason 
in the Guardian. But during his short¬ 
lived tenure, he could hardly have 
been “more radical”. His fierce opposition to the EU and IMF’s 
proposed bailout package - Greece’s third since 2010 - led to a 
run on the banks and nearly caused his country to exit the euro. 
But his combative style “did not work” and, after a 
disagreement with Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras, he resigned in 
July; a month later the bailout package, replete with the 
austerity measures he’d so forcefully resisted, duly went ahead. 
Like “everything he does”, Varoufakis’ new book is 
“unpredictable”. Although it seems, at first, to be simply a 
“well told” academic history of the EU’s rise, it becomes a 
trenchant account of the current crisis, and powerfully warns of 
the “danger” of a return of “fascism in Europe” if austerity 
continues to be pursued. 


While one would hardly expect a 
“British Conservative minister” to agree 
with every word of a “Greek radical 
socialist”, much of Varoufakis’ analysis 
is correct, said Michael Gove in the 
Sunday Times. The EU isn’t a 
“progressive” body, as its supporters 
claim; it’s an elite club whose goals have 
always been “antidemocratic”. 
Varoufakis, a disciple of the “great 
liberal economist John Maynard 
Keynes”, is right to see the punitive 
terms the EU imposes on debtor nations 
as “Versailles redux” - helping to bring 
“Nazis into the Greek parliament”. He is 
right, too, that the one European 
politician to perceive the “reality” of the 
EU was Margaret Thatcher. With his “motorbike, leather jacket 
and highly coloured shirts”, Varoufakis may be a “powerful 
showman”, but his book is “vainglorious” and “abysmally 
written”, said Oliver Kamm in the Times. Although ostensibly 
an account of how the forces of capital have “prevailed over the 
common good”, it’s really a hymn to his “own visionary 
status”. Particularly absurd is his “overwrought depiction” of 
Europe’s rulers as an “undemocratic cabal”, which leads him to 
unwisely bandy words like “totalitarian” about. In fact, the 
EU’s policies have been broadly successful: by restructuring 
Greek debt and monetary stimulus, the eurozone crisis was 
quelled. It was Varoufakis’ “disastrous tenure in office”, rather 
than EU policies, which most threatened the country’s future. 



Novel of the week 

The Blade Artist 

by Irvine Welsh 

Jonathan Cape, $19 


The Black Prince of 
Florence 

by Catherine Fletcher 

Bodley Head, $29 


Irvine Welsh’s novel marks yet 
another outing for Begbie, the “genuinely 
unforgettable” psycho of Trainspotting, said 
Claire Lowdon in the Sunday Times. Having 
also featured in 2002’s novel and 2012’s 
Skagboys, Begbie is now, two decades on, an 
“ostensibly reformed” artist living in 
California with a “beautiful” wife and two 
young daughters. While it “might have been 
interesting to explore the head of a 
straightened-out psychopath”, it isn’t long, in 
fact, before Begbie returns to his old ways. 
This may be “what the fans want”, but it still 
feels insultingly “cynical”. Actually, Begbie’s 
resumption of “ultraviolence” isn’t the real 
problem with the novel, said Sarah Ditum in 
the Guardian. Its larger flaw is that he has 
acquired the “internal monologue of a moral 
philosopher”, delivering such “unlikely” lines 
as: “The truth is that we’ve moved beyond 
democracy... and, de facto, embraced a 
hierarchical, elitist world view”. Such 
grandstanding is a “dereliction” of everything 
that made Begbie “such a nightmare and 
thrill ride” to begin with. But then again, 
“everything” misses the mark in this “shakily 
assembled” novel, whose distance from the 
“vivacious amorality” of Trainspotting is 
large. Maybe Welsh, like Begbie, needs to 
“make a break with his past”. 


" The 

Black Prince 



Florence 


Whf-iti pf fi/' 


Alessandro de’Medici, who ruled 
Florence from 1531 to 1537, is “not 
remembered in the first rank of the 
Medici”, wrote Dan Jones in the 
Sunday Times. Yet his short life - he 
died in his late twenties, assassinated by 
his cousin - was “packed with 
intrigue”. The offspring of a liaison 
between Lorenzo de’Medici (dedicatee 
of Machiavelli’s The Prince) and a 
servant who was “quite possibly” 
black, neither Alessandro’s skin colour 


nor his illegitimacy proved an 
“obstruction to his advancement”. 

As duke of Florence, he governed 
“pitilessly”: his head of security was 
known as “the Butcher” and he made 
“so many enemies” he wore a “velvet 
doublet lined with fine chainmail”. 

Yet he also had a “popular touch”, 
playing “street football” with his 
subjects and “making light” of his 
“base birth”. 

Catherine Fletcher is “entirely at ease” 
in the Renaissance world and her book 
is “generously” full of detail, wrote 
Jonathan Keates in the Literary Review. 
It is also a work of revisionism: her 
Alessandro is less a “dusky degenerate” 
than a “victim” who grew up 
surrounded by a “rogue’s gallery” of 
“psychotically violent” princes and 
cardinals. Indeed, the responsibility for 
his poor reputation lies largely with 
19^^-century historians, who were keen 
to “explain” his defects in terms of his 
“skin colour” . But in one respect, 
Fletcher does let Alessandro off “too 
lightly”, said Daisy Dunn in the Times. 
She claims there is little evidence to 
justify his reputation as having a 
“ravenous appetite’’for women. If that 
were the case, why would his cousin - 
who presumably knew him well - have 
lured him to his death as he did, by 
setting up a fictitious assignation with a 
“young beauty” ? 
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Best books... Mary Portas 

Television presenter and retail fashion guru Mary Portas picks her six favourite books. Her 
new memoir called Shop Girl is out now. 




A New Earth by Eckhart Tolle, (Penguin 
$14). This is my favourite book; I keep 
it next to my bed and reread it often. 
When I first read it, I realised I’d 
completely misinterpreted the world. 
Tolle has a remarkable gift for 
translating deep learnings into simple 
and accessible steps. 

Charles Dickens by Claire Tomalin, 
(Penguin $14). I am an obsessive 
Dickens fan - in fact, I almost bought a 
house in Bloomsbury because he’d lived 
there. I’ve read many biographies of 
Dickens but this is a flawless and 
brilliant study. He was a resolutely 
North London man and I’m a resolutely 
North London woman. 


Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant 

by Anne Tyler, (Vintage $13). I think 
I’ve read every one of Anne Tyler’s 
books. She’s a writer who takes readers 
on emotional journeys without having 
to spell things out. She draws portraits 
of ordinary family lives, but shows us 
that whole worlds exist within those 
lives. A reassuring and deeply 
truthful writer. 

Written on the Body by Jeanette 
Winterson, (Vintage $13). Jeanette 
Winterson is one of the greatest living 
British novelists. She’s always ambitious 
in the way she writes and this book con¬ 
sistently surprises. She dissects love 
without giving in to cliche. 


The Age of Innocence by Edith 
Wharton, (Penguin $13). This is a 
wonderful novel. I read it when I 
was 15 and it was the first love story 
that made me truly sob. Wharton is 
brilliant at depicting the crushing 
cruelties and hypocrisies that existed 
in Manhattan society in the late 19^^ 
and early 20^^ century. 

Love in the Time of Cholera by Gabriel 
Garda Marquez, (Penguin $13). When 
I read this book, I wanted it to last 
forever: honestly, it was just delicious. 
This story of grace and dignity in the face 
of love that couldn’t be resonated with 
me, and stayed with me for months after 
I’d finished reading it. 


Don’t miss... 


Best of the rest 


GIG OFTHE WEEK: Groove on the Grass 

6 May, Groove on the Grass, Emirates Golf Club, Emirates Hills 2, Dubai, UAE 


Boutique outdoor festival Groove on the 
Grass makes a welcome return to Emirates 
Golf Club with Swedish techno boss Adam 
Beyer taking the coveted headline spot. As the 
founder of Drumcode Records, the DJ and 
producer helped pioneer a new wave of 
Swedish techno artists who emerged during 
the mid-1990s, along with Cari Lekebusch 
and Jesper Dahlback. Eresh from performing 
at the globally renowned Coachella Eestival in 
California, Beyer carries four albums and a 
number of EPs to his name. He has also 
carved a name for himself working as a 
producer and remix artist. Joining this 
festival’s lineup across two stages will be 
one of Amsterdam’s most in-demand 
techno artists Bart Skils. Other big names 
include DJ Tennis and The/Das, among 
others. Nominated for Best Eestival at the 
Hype Music dc Nightlife Awards, Groove 
on the Grass has developed something of a 
cult following in the UAE. This will be the 
last in the festival season as the Dubai 
summer heat sets in. 



New albums 

Rufus Wainwright: 

Take All My Eoves 

Lour hundred years after 
the birth - and also death 
- of William Shakespeare, 
Canadian singer Rufus 
Wainwright puts nine of 
the Bard’s most-beloved 
sonnets to a pseudo-classical backdrop. 
Enlisting the help of singer Elorence 
Welch and soprano Anna Prohaska, the 
result, said the Guardian, is an engaging 
idea, sumptuously arranged and with a 
puckish wit on the classical cabaret of All 
Dessen Miid. 


Azealia Banks 

Slay-Z 

Controversial rapper 
Azealia Banks takes a 
break from Twitter 
sparring with Hip-Hop 
rival Iggy Azalea to 
release this infusion 
electro, R&B, rap, EDM and even a 
song rejected by Rihanna. Slay-Z is the 
Harlem star’s first album since her 
debut was released in November 2014 
and is a “blast” said NME’s Nick 
Levine, who praises Banks’ “ability to 
bounce effortlessly between genres”. 




Julio Iglesias 

3 May, 10pm, Al Majaz Ampitheatre, 
Sharjah, UAE 

The Grammy Award-winning Spanish 
singer and songwriter Julio Iglesias will 
be heading to Sharjah this week. Known 
for being one of the best-selling artists of 
all time - and for being father to 
heartthrob Enrique Iglesias - the 72-year- 
old crooner will be serenading fans with 
his biggest hits, including, “To All the 
Girls I’ve Loved Before” and “Summer 
Wind”. Interesting fact: Iglesias was 
originally on the path to becoming a 
football superstar as a goalkeeper for 
Real Madrid’s reserve team. However, a 
spinal injury from a car accident put an 
end to his football dreams. But it was 
while recovering in hospital that he learnt 
to play guitar. He has since released more 
than 80 albums and has sold upwards of 
100 million records worldwide in 14 
different languages. 

Russian Seasons in Dubai feat. Valeriy 
Meladze 

4- 5 May, 8pm - 11.30pm, Burj Al Arab 
Hotel, Dubai, UAE 

Soak in luxury as you watch a 
mesmerising musical performance by 
Russian star Valeriy Meladze at the 
opulent Al Ealak Ballroom on the 27th 
floor of the Burj Al Arab. He is the 
brother of renowned composer and 
producer Konstantin Meladze, who 
writes his songs for him. Taking place 
over two days, the opulent Russian 
Seasons concert will open with a 
performance by Evgeniy Morozov’s 
quartet, who will set the mood on both 
evenings. Prior to the performances 
will be a cocktail reception, followed 
by a dinner. 
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Film 


Captain America: 
Civii War 

Dirs: Anthony and Joe 
Russo 

2hrs 16mins (PG13) 

Another Lycra-clad 
punch-up from Marvel 

★★★ 


Fm going to come out and say it, said Dan Jolin in 
Empire: Captain America: Civil War is “the best 
Marvel Studios movie yet”. Matching “blockbuster 
scale and spectacle with the smarts of a great, grown¬ 
up thriller”, it brings together a stupendous cast of 
superheroes - including the stolid Captain America 
(Chris Evans), the wryly witty Iron Man (Robert 
Downey Jr) and spry newcomers including Spider- 
Man (Tom Holland) and Black Panther (Chadwick 
Boseman) - and then divides them into two groups to 
beat the hell out of each other. In the process, the film 
is consistently thrilling, keeping “your brain firmly 
engaged”. Em not sure about the second claim, said Peter Bradshaw in The Guardian. The story 
turns on an interesting premise: should these Lycra-clad warriors submit to UN supervision, like any 
nation’s arsenal of weapons? But it’s really just an excuse for the trademark Marvel ingredients of 
fight scenes interspersed with snappy dialogue. The film has so many protagonists that, even at “an 
unwieldy 136 minutes”, it’s forced to skimp on character development, said Mark Kermode in The 
Observer. That said, “those in search of eye-popping, cliff-hanging spectacle won’t be disappointed”. 



Miles Ahead 

Dir: Don Cheadle 
Ihr 40mins (15+) 

Unconventional biopic 
of a jazz genius 

★★★ 


“If you’re gonna tell a story,” Miles Davis purrs at the 
start of Miles Ahead, “you better come with some 
attitude”. And that’s precisely what Don Cheadle 
brings, as director and star, to his “fun, freewheeling” 
biopic of the great jazz trumpeter, said Robbie Collin 
in The Daily Telegraph. The film commences in the 
1970s, when Davis was wrestling with a creative 
slump exacerbated by substance abuse. In the 
company of a naive journalist (Ewan McGregor), he 
sets out to recover a tape of his music stolen by an 
avaricious music executive (Michael Stuhlbarg). 

There are the obligatory flashbacks to earlier days, 
which take in Davis’ romance with his future wife Erances (Emayatzy Corinealdi); yet for the most 
part, the film successfully avoids the usual cliches of musical biopics, said Danny Leigh in the 
Einancial Times. It has an originality and “nerve” which one feels Davis himself would have admired. 
Cheadle is mesmerising as the cantankerous genius, said Joshua Rothkopf in Time Out, but the shifts 
in directorial tone - from slapstick to exploring racist prejudice - are jarring. A more conventional 
approach might actually have provided “a better showcase” for his “remarkable” performance. 



Louder Than 
Bombs 

Dir: Joachim Trier 
Ihr 49mins (15+) 

Poetic bereavement drama 
with Gabriel Byrne 

★★★ 


This “flawed yet intriguingly off-kilter drama” stars 
Gabriel Byrne as a widower struggling to cope with 
the death of his war-photographer wife, Isabelle, said 
Mark Kermode in The Observer. Although she only 
appears in flashback, Isabelle Huppert is “typically 
mesmerising” as Isabelle, while Jesse Eisenberg as the 
couple’s cerebral older son and Devin Druid as the 
gloomy younger boy both deliver convincing turns. 

This artful movie combines scenes of “toe-curling” 
emotional distress, such as when Byrne agonisingly 
remembers an extramarital affair, with “bravura 
visual set pieces”, said Kevin Maher in The Times. 

There’s an extraordinary sequence in which Isabelle is caught in a Taliban bomb attack and, in super- 
slow motion, is lifted into the air amid a cloud of lethal fragments. But it’s all so “po-faced”, said 
Robbie Collin in The Daily Telegraph, that the “self-absorption” of these characters soon starts to 
grate. And far too much of the story takes place in dull American suburbia rather than the war zones 
where Isabelle worked. I was left crying out for “more bombs, more noise - and more Huppert”. 



Jane Got A Gun 

Dir: Gavin O’Connor 
Ihr 38mins (15+) 


A western that 
went south 


★★ 


It’s “pretty hard to mess up a western”, but director 
Gavin O’Connor somehow manages it, said Jordan 
Hoffman in The Guardian. A “remarkable exercise in 
tedium”, ]ane Got A Gun stars Natalie Portman as 
a winsome homesteader whose husband comes home 
one day riddled with bullets and explains that bad 
men (led by Ewan McGregor’s moustachioed chief 
villain) are coming to get him. She duly recruits a 
boozy and rather boring neighbour (Joel Edgerton), 
who we’re told is an old flame, to help protect them. 

Portman does her best with a predictable plot and 
slow pace, said David Edwards in the Daily Mirror. 

Alas, she looks ill-at-ease throughout, perhaps because although the film has been billed as 
“feminist”, her character is about as “steely-nerved” as a “kitten”. Industry reports suggest ]ane Got 
A Gun had a troubled production history, with various stars signing on, only to bail out at a later 
stage, said Phil de Semiyen in Empire. If only the film contained as much drama as its “turbulent 
backstory”. As it is, it’s “not so much The Magnificent Seven, more The Dour Duo”. 
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The tiny, enigmatic superstar from Paisley Park 


Prince Rogers 
Nelson 
1958-2016 


Flamboyant yet 
inscrutable, extrovert, yet 
intensely private. Prince 
Rogers Nelson was a 

prodigiously talented, astonishingly prolific 
musician who defied categorisation, both 
professionally and personally. Singer, 
songwriter, showman, producer and 
“virtuoso instrumentalist”, he sold 100 
million records, said The New York Times. 

He had an extraordinary vocal range, and 
synthesised a dizzying array of genres - 
funk and rock, R&B and gospel, electronica 
and psychedelia. Performing live, he was 
mesmerising, leading his Sly and the Family 
Stone inspired multi-racial, mixed-gender 
bands with the guitar-straddling swagger of 
Jimi Hendrix, and the lithe, provocative 
moves of James Brown; and he was a 
generous promoter of other musicians, 
particularly women. Yet he was also a 
control freak who liked to work alone, 
often late at night at Paisley Park, his vast 
recording facility in his mansion in 
Minneapolis. He made many of his 39 
studio albums completely solo - singing every vocal 



- to African-American parents, both of 
whom were jazz musicians. They named 
him after his father’s stage name. Prince 
Rogers, and he inherited their talent. He 
wrote his first song, aged seven, on his 
father’s piano. His father left when he was 
ten, and for a period he was shuttled 
between relatives. Eventually, he went to 
live with some neighbours, the Andersons, 
whose son Andre would become his first 
musical collaborator. At high school. Prince 
studied the music business, and with Andre, 
formed a band. He was 15, and had already 
stopped growing, at five foot two. His 
astonishing talent was soon spotted, he was 
signed to Warner Bros, and made his first 
album. For You, in 1978; he was only 19, 
yet he wrote all the songs, and was credited 
with playing all 27 instruments. 


Prince: Extraordinary talent 


line, playing every instrument. According to legend, Eric 
Clapton was once asked what it was like to be the greatest 
guitar player in the world. “I don’t know,” he supposedly 
replied. “Ask Prince.” 


On his “landmark” Purple Rain album. Prince 

his fans by telling them: “I am _ 

not a woman, I am not a man, I 
am something that you’ll never 
understand,” said The Times. 

And though he continued to be 
an object of fascination for the 
next three decades. Prince 


remained essentially unknowable. A non-conformist, he 
projected an image that was deeply feminine, with his delicate 
features, high-heeled boots, Liberace-like 
suits and frilly blouses, yet his seductive songs were written 
from a heterosexual point of view, and made no secret of his 
appetites. And when, during his long-running battle with 
Warner Bros, he baffled many of his fans by changing his name 
to an unpronounceable glyph (and scrawling “slave” over his 
face), he chose one that fused the symbols for male and female. 
Men as well as women found the strutting star irresistible. His 
ex-girlfriends included Madonna and Kim Basinger. 

Prince claimed once to be “normal”, but journalists who 
went to meet him at his Paisley Park lair found him anything 
but, said Alexis Petridis in The Guardian: some were made to 
dance to Prince hits in front of him - and only if they displayed 
sufficiently funky moves would he deign to talk to them. On 
other occasions, he’d conduct the interview from behind a 
keyboard, and if he didn’t like the question, he’d shake his 
head and play the theme from The Twilight Zone. For his 
famous secret concerts at Paisley Park, fans paid $40, but 
never knew if he’d perform; they might have to make do with 
a glimpse of him riding past on a bicycle - and maybe that was 
itself a sight worth the entry price. He was, after all, a one-man 
phenomenon, said Neil McCormick in The Daily Telegraph. He 
was also as “mad as a box of frogs”, with his obsession with 
the colour purple (at Paisley Park, even the loos were said to be 
purple). “But who ever wanted rock stars to be normal?” 

Though sometimes wrongly assumed to be mixed race. Prince 
was born - in the then predominantly white city of Minneapolis 


There followed, in quick succession, a series 
of hit albums: Dirty Mind, 1999, Purple 
Rain (which spawned a film, loosely based 
on his life). Parade, Sign o’ the Times and 
Lovesexy, and hit singles, including ‘Little 
Red Corvette’ (not really about a car), ‘U Got the Look’ (with 
Sheena Easton), ‘Paisley Park’, ‘Kiss’ and ‘Raspberry Beret’. 
These established him, with those other great performers 
Madonna and Michael Jackson, as one of the foremost stars of 
the 1980s. It was one of Prince’s raunchy songs that prompted 
Tipper Gore to demand Parental Advisory stickers for CDs. But 
he also wrote about social issues, and along with the dance hits, 

_ there were heartbreak ballads, 

including ‘Nothing Compares 2 

“He was as mad as a box of frogs, with his U’, a huge hit for Sinead 
obsession with the colour purple. But who ever ^ 7 ^ 

j j Bangles hit Manic Monday 

WUfltCU TOCk StUTS to be flOTfflul? was written by Prince under a 

- pseudonym). 


‘slyly teased” 


The 1990s proved a difficult decade for Prince, largely on 
account of his legal battle with Warner Bros. Arguing that the 
terms of his contract gave them control of his name and his 
music, he described himself as being in “professional slavery”. 
In protest, he temporarily changed his name to a symbol, and 
became known as the Artist Formerly Known as Prince. He 
also churned out a series of mediocre, reputation-damaging 
albums to fulfil the terms of the contract. (He’d go to war 
again, a few years later, with YouTube et al, to stop his music 
being made freely accessible online.) There were personal 
tragedies too: in 1996 he and his first wife, singer Mayte 
Garcia, had a baby son, who died of Pfeiffer Syndrome at 
seven days old. The marriage broke under the strain. Prince 
subsequently married a Canadian businesswoman; they parted 
amicably after five years. 

Prince’s later albums were not all massive sellers, but he 
continued to record (26 albums worth of unreleased music are 
reportedly stored at Paisley Park), and fans flocked to his 
concerts - often small pop-up affairs in obscure locations. In 
2001, he’d become a Jehovah’s Witness, and turned surprisingly 
pious: he stopped playing his more explicit songs, introduced a 
swear box at Paisley Park, and was once so angered by Sinead 
O’Connor’s profanities, he summoned her to his mansion for a 
ticking off which ended up in a 6am fist fight. Over the years, 
all the jumping around on stage in heels badly damaged his 
hips; but he refused to have surgery on account of his religion, 
and instead, became dependent on large doses of prescription 
drugs to control the pain. With toxicology reports still pending, 
the cause of his death, aged 57, is unknown. 
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Best properties 


UAE: Villas on Palm Jumeirah and Saadiyat Island 



▲ Dubai This villa occupies a delightful 
beachfront location on Dubai’s Palm Jumeirah. 
The two-storey residence highlights a large 
double height foyer making the living areas 
bright and airy. There are 6 bedrooms with en 
suite, several dining and living rooms, study 
and terraces. Grand interiors feature hardwood 
and marble floors, mood lighting, smart home 
systems and fitted kitchen. With a beautiful 
garden, pool and private beach access the villa 
allows for a secluded lifestyle whilst some of 
Dubai’s top amenities and leisure spots are also 
within easy reach. $20.4m; Luxhabitat 
(+971 4) 550 8335. 




International: Properties in Cannes and CapeTown 



A South Africa Comfortable and stylish the property is nestled in Cape 
Town’s picturesque mountain landscape. The 6-bedroom villa features vast 
reception halls, lounging and dining rooms, multiple outdoor decks, pool 
and garden lawns. Whilst the property offers a private lifestyle it is 
conveniently close to main thoroughfares, the airport, prestigious schools 
and the bustling Victoria & Alfred Waterfront. $6.4m; Savills Residential 
International (+44 20) 7016 3740 


T France Located in the La Californie area in Cannes this 
penthouse offers exceptional views over the sea, the Lerins 
Islands and the Esterel mountains. The 3-bedroom residence 
features a rooftop terrace of 212sq.m with Jacuzzi, summer 
lounge and dining areas. The apartment has been renovated 
with quality finishes including hardwood floors, state-of-the- 
art lighting and marble baths. Amenities include 24-hour 
security, concierge service, garage, storage and parking. 

Price on application; Beauchamp Estates (+33 493) 944 545. 
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◄ Abu Dhabi This brand new Mediterranean-style 
villa is located in the Arabian beach villa 
community on Saadiyat Island. The expansive two- 
storey villa comprises of 6 bedrooms, 4 receptions, 
8 baths as well as a study, games, cinema rooms, 
several terraces, pool, gymnasium and concierge 
service. Owners get access to tennis court and golf 
course whilst there is plenty of luxury-based 
experiences to enjoy on the island including dining, 
shopping and leisure activities. $6.5m; Knight 
Frank (971 4) 4266 7610. 





UK: Houses with tennis courts 



GiHOK'J.T.JH^rfTLEY 

LtiPWFtOT im AHfl lMO 
UlfCHlANO PLWrt,«is- 

» f£H«TS flffir ^WTm 

t'l ' Jt 


T North Yorkshire: Burneston Hall, Burneston, Bedale. 
Formerly home to Wimbledon champion Canon J.T. Hartley, 
this fine house has formal gardens and a historic lawn tennis 
court. Master suite with dressing room, 6 further beds (1 en 
suite), 2 further bath/showers, breakfast/kitchen, 3 receps, 
library, utility, cellar, study, orchard, paddock, stable and 
coach house with potential, 3.4 acres. $2.17m; 

Knight Frank (+44 1423) 530088. 




A Perthshire: Auchleeks House, Calvine, Pitlochry. An A-listed 
Georgian house in fine gardens with an all-weather tennis court. 
Master suite with dressing room, 8 further beds (2 en suite), 2 further 
baths, WC, kitchen, breakfast room, 5 receps, office, playroom, utility, 
pantry, attic, 2-bed cottage, outbuildings, walled garden, paddocks, 
wood, 25.2 acres (steading with planning available separately). 

OIEO $2.17m; Strutt & Parker (+44 131) 226 2500. 
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LEISURE 
Eood 8c Drink 


Pak choi with chilli, orange and pomegranate 

Pak choi, pan-fried in a little sesame oil, is one of my favourite things to eat on its own, says Mat Follas. For this dish. 
I've added some heat with a chilli, and some sweetness with the fruit: it makes a lovely light lunch, or serve it as an 

appetiser at a dinner party 


Recipe of the week 

• 4 pak choi 

• 2 oranges 

• 1 red chilli 

• seeds of 1 pomegranate 

• sesame oil, to coat 

• sea salt, to season 

Remove the outer leaves and then 
slice the pak choi in half. Rub the 
halves with sesame oil. 

Zest the oranges; set aside the zest 
to use later. Cut the peel and pith 
off the oranges, then cut out the 
segments using a small, sharp knife 



between the membranes. Finely slice the chilli 
on the diagonal. Preheat a large, heavy-based 
saucepan over a high heat until it is scalding 


hot. Carefully place the pak 
choi in the pan, flat-side down, 
and leave for 2-3 minutes, until 
it is starting to char. 

Turn the pak choi over and 
leave for 1 minute, then take 
the pan off the heat. Add the 
orange segments, sliced chilli 
and pomegranate seeds. 

Stir quickly for 2 minutes, to 
stop any of the ingredients 
burning, then serve immediately 
on warm plates. Sprinkle with a 
little of the reserved orange zest 
and the sea salt to taste. 


Taken from Vegetable Perfection by Mat Follas, published by Ryland Peters & Small at $25. 


The Witchery 

Castlehill, Edinburgh, Scotland, 
UK (+44 131) 225 5613 

This Edinburgh stalwart, 
housed within a 16th century 
merchant’s house next to the 
city’s castle, has been beguiling 
diners since 1979, says Audrey 
Gillan in The Daily Telegraph. 
The space remains a “little bit 
Hogwarts” and (it must be 
conceded) a “little bit Laurence 
Llewelyn-Bowen does Tales of 
the Unexpected'', with its 
tapestries, skeleton, suit of 
armour and pulpit. These days, 
however, diners can eat in a 
second, brighter, dining room, 
which is “much less menacing” 
but with the same Gothic decor. 
I’ve been here several times over 
the past 20 years, and on the 
evidence of my most recent 
visit, the best advice I can offer 
is to stick to the set menu. My 
friend who did just that was in 
raptures over her hot smoked 
salmon on beetroot, followed 
by the “best fish pie she has 
ever had”. From the open card, 
by contrast, I had an under¬ 
seasoned lobster bisque, and a 
roast venison that should have 
been pinker. Ultimately the 
dining experience that we both 
had was “as unlike as Old 
Town to New, night to day - or 
Jekyll to Hyde.” My friend was 
“spellbound, whereas I feel like a 
than her fingers burnt”. 


Officine Brera 

1331 E. 6th St., Eos Angeles, 
California, US 
(+1 213) 553 8006 

Behold “the grand, serious 
Italian restaurant Los Angeles 
has been yearning for”, said 
Jonathan Gold in the Los 
Angeles Times. Officine Brera 
is tucked away at the far end of 
a parking lot near remnants of 
the demolished 6th Street 
Bridge, and “it may be easier 
to locate by its fragrance of 
wood smoke than by sight”. 
Opera plays from the sound 
system as you enter the glass- 
and-metal building, and your 
dinner can climax in a wood- 
grilled steak or a giant braised 
piece of meat -“if you’re into 
that sort of thing”. The chef, 
Angelo Auriana, could school 
every cook in town on risotto. 
His are “marvellous things” - 
finely balanced enough that he 
never buries the nuttiness of 
the rice. The alia Milanese is 
“as creamy and subtle as it 
might be at a trattoria in the 
Navigli," and the roasted 
marrowbone at the plate’s 
centre contributes “a shot of 
pure animal essence”. You 
must try the pisarei e faso, 
which is like a “luxurious” 
pasta e fagioli, and “you are 
probably going to want the 
witch who’s had more grape braised beef shoulder”. It’s “touched with just 

enough anchovy to make it a ticking umami time bomb”. 



©Blend 

Shoreline Apartments, Building 10, 
Palm jumeirah, Dubai, UAE, atblend.com 


The newest cafe to open on Palm Jumeirah has a rare 
“casual” decor, said What’s On Dubai. “It’s a sunny faux- 
surf spot.” The interior has “fake palm trees, sky blue walls 
and lifeboat rings saying ‘Welcome Aboard’.” The name of 
the place is a hint at its “extensive range of smoothies and 
juices on offer”. Although most health food cafes can 
“churn up a green juice these days, @Blend whips up a 
smoothie selection that a gym buff would be proud of”. 
One of the best they offer is aptly called Guiltfree. “It was 
sweet and creamy with a blend of fruit and healthy fats that 
include mango, avocado and coconut butter. ” Vegan 
protein or probiotic supplements can also be added for a 
small additional charge. Aside from the drinks, the cafe has 
a range of healthy “salads wraps and meat-free options”. 
Helpfully, “the menu has nutritional information for each 
dish and calorie count” too. 
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This week's dream:The unspoilt landscape of northern Corfu 


all now permanently occupied, but 
visitors can rent The White House - a 
fisherman’s cottage in the village of 
Kalami, where Gerald’s older brother, 
the novelist Lawrence Durrell, wrote 
Prospero’s Cell, his own book about 
the island. Stuffed full of Durrell family 
photographs, the cottage is an “idyllic 
wisteria-draped spot” near a “handy 
taverna”, and there are boats for hire 
to “pootle you over to the toy-town 
harbour of neighbouring Kouloura”. 

Corfu Town: “A touch of Paris” 



Mass tourism has blighted parts of 
Corfu, but the island has a quieter, 
lesser-known side that hasn’t changed 
much since the naturalist Gerald 
Durrell moved there with his mother 
and siblings in the late 1930s, says 
Louise Roddon in The Times. The 
Corfu he fell in love with - in 
particular, its mountainous interior 
- is a world of “olive-tangled” 
promontories, cypress-shaded coves, 
rugged peaks and pretty villages. The 
locals are as hospitable now as they 
were in the pre-war days Durrell 
described in his most famous volume of memoirs. My Family and 
Other Animals, and although some “flash” villas have gone up in 
recent years, they tend to be tucked discreetly into the landscape. 

Corfu Town itself is still “Venetian in feel”, its old town a tangle of 
narrow lanes and “sunlit squares”. But there’s also “a touch of 
Paris” about it, especially in the Liston, where cafe-goers sip ouzo 
behind calico blinds in airy arcades reminiscent of the Rue de 
Rivoli. The three Venetian villas that the Durr ells rented nearby are 


Westwards lie “rock-shouldered” 
beaches such as Mirtiotissa, one of the Durrells’ favourites, and a 
“fabulous lookout” called the Kaiser’s Throne (because before the 
First World War, Kaiser Wilhelm II wanted to build a villa nearby), 
from which you can see the snowy peaks of Albania rising over a 
“cornflower-blue” sea. And to the north, a narrow road lined with 
lemon groves and purple-flowered Judas trees leads to the “empty 
expanse” of Agios Spyridon beach and the “lily-strewn” lagoon of 
Antiniotissa. Sunvil (sunvil.co.uk) has seven nights at The White 
House with b&b. 


Hotel of the week 

Villa Della Pergola, 

Alassio, Italy 

With its long seafront promenade 
and curving strand, the Italian 
Riviera resort of Alassio was 
popular with British artists and 
writers 100 years ago; and this 
"gorgeous" hotel is a "patrician" 
remnant of its heyday, says Conde 
NastTraveller.The 12 rooms are 
split between the 19th century main 
house - built by Scotsman General 
William Montagu Scott McMurdo - 
and a separate villa and apartment. 
All have been impeccably restored, 
with pastel walls, high ceilings, and 
wooden floors.There are fountains, 
wisteria-covered pergolas, and 
benches framed by climbing roses 
in the "vast" grounds. A butler 
serves supper, which is usually 
simple but always fresh. 

Doubles from $450 
vllladellapergola. com 



Getting the flavour of... 



Desert cities in southern iran 

With its Silk Road cities and “otherworldly” 
desert landscape, southeastern Iran has lost 
little of the beauty that Marco Polo found 
there more than 700 years ago, says Nick 
Middleton in the FT. Ancient Yazd is one of 
the largest cities in the world made almost 
entirely out of adobe. Nearby Kerman has 
Iran’s longest bazaar, famed for its pistachios 
and spices; and Bam, another ancient trading 
hub, has the world’s largest adobe citadel, 
like “a giant’s sandcastle” towering over 
the city. Fountains trickle and lilies bloom 
in the courtyards of old merchants’ houses, 
now hotels that are like Persian dreamlands. 
And eastwards stretches the Lut Desert, 
which resembles a “hyper-arid sculpture 
park”, with its wind-carved ridges, tens of 
metres high. Magic Carpet Travel (magic 
carpettravel.co.uk) has a two-week, small- 
group trip from $4,300pp, excluding flights. 

Hokkaido by bullet train 

A vital symbol of the nation’s technological 
prowess, Japan’s Shinkansen (bullet trains) 
were launched during the 1964 Tokyo 
Olympics. Since then, the network has 
steadily expanded - and last month, it finally 
reached the northern island of Hokkaido, 
says Danielle Demetriou in The Sunday 
Telegraph. Travelling via a pre-existing 
tunnel under the Pacific Ocean from Honshu 


(Japan’s main island), the trains cover the 
539 miles from Tokyo in just over four 
hours, at speeds of up to 162mph. Their 
terminus, the attractive coastal city of 
Hakodate, is “compact and charming”; 
known for the “rainbow-bright” wooden 
facades of its historic colonial-style buildings, 
and for the local enthusiasm for squid - you 
can even buy squid ink ice cream in cones 
at the local fish market. Steppes Travel 
(steppestravel.com) has an 11-day trip. 

damping on a farm with kids 

A holiday in Britain without TVs, iPads 
or games consoles can have a “profoundly 
therapeutic” effect. For a “gorgeous”, child- 
friendly setting, try Feather Down Farms, 
says Hattie Garlick in The Daily Telegraph. 
The brainchild of Luke Moraal (founder of 
Center Parcs), these are working farms that 
play host to “high-spec” glamping facilities. 
At Midgham Farm in Hampshire, that 
means log cabins with wood-burners for 
heat and cooking, proper beds with “crisp” 
linen, flushing loos and showers (on other 
farms these are usually housed in communal 
blocks). There’s a play area with rope swings 
and a “retired” tractor, and endless fun to 
be had brushing horses, collecting hens’ eggs 
and playing in the woods. A three-night, 
Friday-Monday stay at Midgham Farm starts 
at $720 (featherdown.co.uk). 
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Consumer 


The best of... Cycling accessories 



◄ Zackees Turn Signal Gloves 

Inform drivers of your intent to turn 
A with the “powerful” LEDs built right 
' into the tops of these gloves. To 
activate the signals, just bring the 
contact points on the index finger 
and thumb of either hand 
together. $95; amazon.com 



SOURCE: UNCRATE.COM 


► Silca SuperPista Ultimate 
Floor Pump 

Tyre pressure is so crucial to a 
bike’s performance, you should 
check it before every ride. This 
“expertly manufactured” pump 
features lab-grade components 
that make its gauge five times 
more accurate than its closest 
rivals. $450; silca.cc 

SOURCE: MEN'S JOURNAL 




► Linka Smart Bike Lock 

Forget locking your ride to a fence or 
tree. This smart lock, shipping in 
November and available for pre-order, 
attaches to the frame and immobilises 
the bike. You can use your phone to 
unlock it as you approach, and it 
features a 100 dB siren that blares if 
anyone tries to carry the bike away. 
$79; kickstarter.com 

SOURCE: UNCRATE.COM 


T WaterField Rapide Saddlebag 

This “handsomely 
rugged” tool bag is a real 
upgrade on the standard 
nylon pouch. The full-grain 
naturally tanned leather shell 
holds a waxed canvas insert and 
a mini tool roll. The saddlebag 
attaches to your bike using a 
leather toe-clip strap. 

$59; sfbags.com 

SOURCE: GEARHUNGRY.COM 






A yiViesh Resistance Jacket 

The TlVIesh nylon jacket weighs 
just 4 ounces and “packs down 
smaller than your iPhone”. Plus, 
the cycling-friendly cut “means it 
never rides up your back when 
you’re hunched over the bars”. 
$275; 7meshinc.com 

SOURCE: WIRED.COM 


◄ Abus Granit X-Plus 540 

Regarded as one of the best D-locks 
on the market for bikes, the Granit 
X-Plus gets the maximum Gold rating 
from security testers Sold Secure. It 
has a double locking system 
and parabolic-steel shackles, so it’s 
almost impossible to 
twist or break. 

$81; cyclestore.co.uk 



► SealSkinz Neoprene Halo 
Overshoe 

These overshoes help keep you 
warm, dry and safe. They have a 
bright LED built into the heel 
(visible from 500 metres away), 
and are reinforced with Kevlar at 
the toe and heel. 

$40; ribblecycles.co.uk 


► Cycliq Fly6 

A video camera that doubles as a rear 
light, the Fly6 was originally designed so 
that cyclists could film incidents with 
drivers. But you could also use it just for 
fun, to produce video footage of your rides, 
in 720p resolution at 30 frames per 
second. $145; cycliq.com 



A Garmin Edge 20 

This small, water- 
resistant GPS 
computer clips onto 
the bike’s stem or 
handlebars. It 
monitors the 
duration, length and 
speed of your 
journeys, and lets 
you download cycle 
routes to follow. 
$130; chain 
reactioncycles.com 




◄ Topeak Mini 20 
Multitool 

Weighing just 
150g, the pocket- 
sized Mini 20 provides 
20 different tools. The 
detachable chain breaker 
and the tyre lever are particularly effective. 

$33; wiggle.com 


Tip of the week... 

Plants in hot weather 

• If a potted plant is wilting, stick it in 
the shade for a few hours. Or if you 
don't have any shady spaces, put it 
in a garage. 

• The best way to rehydrate dried-out 
compost is to immerse the pot in a 
bucket of water. If it floats and starts 
tipping, lean the pot against a wall so 
that it stays upright. Leave it to soak 
for 20 minutes, or until the compost is 
heavy and sodden and becomes stuck 
to the bottom of the bucket. 

• Cut off any lower leaves that have 
faded and shrivelled. And keep an 
eye on any soft leading shoots 
that have collapsed - if they're still 
shrivelled after a couple of days, 
nip them off too. 

• In very hot sun, you need to use plenty 
of water. Pour it directly onto the roots 
twice a day (early in the morning and 
in the late evening). Wilted plants 
need at least 2-3 litres of water; big 
perennials may require a canful. 

SOURCE:THETIMES 


Best apps... 

For people who hate apps 

• Hooks is part of a wave of apps that 
aim to trim the time you spend staring 
at your phone. Instead of checking 
constantly for a friend's latest Tweet or 
a favourite team's score, ask Hooks to 
obsess for you. You set preferences, 
and the app will provide an alert when 
something happens that you'll care 
about. (Free, iOS only) 

• Do Button streamlines any task you 
accomplish by phone by letting you 
achieve your goal with a single touch. 
For instance, if you use a phone to 
adjust your home thermostat and 
lights, you can program both tasks 

as a Do Button. (Free, Android or iOS) 

• Launcher cuts down on your need 
to open apps by letting you put 
routine functions on a customised 
panel. One button might open an 
email to your boss, another could 
dial up your spouse, a third could 
provide directions home. (Free, 
Android or iOS) 

SOURCE:TIME.COM 


Where to find... 

European hotels for foodies 

• Country House Montali, a former farm¬ 
house in Italy's Umbria region, serves 
fabulous vegetarian food. Rooms are 
"rustically furnished" (from $250 

per night including dinner; 
montalionline.com). 

• A country estate turned spa, Herdade 
da Malhadinha Nova showcases the 
produce of Portugal's rugged Alentejo 
region.The spacious rooms combine 
"country-chic fittings" with modern 
accessories (doubles from $260; 
malhadinhanova.pt). 

• Chateau Cordeillan-Bages, in the 
middle of a Bordeaux estate, has 

a two-Michelin-star restaurant.The 
building dates from the 17^^ century, 
yet the interior is "decidedly modern" 
(from $240; cordeillanbages.com). 

• Sa Plana is a "charming" country house 
in Majorca. Dinner, made from local 
produce could include fish grilled on 

an open fire - served with the owner's 
vintages (from $100; saplana.com). 

SOURCE:TIMES 
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The 2017 Porsche 718 Boxster: What the critics say 


Road and Track 

"It's a big story, this car and its four- 
cylinder turbo motor" Porsche's 
midengine two-seat convertible roadster 
has, since its 1998 debut, been powered 
by a flat-6, so purists have feared going 
smaller. But, as racing history teaches, 
"you should never doubt what Porsche is 
capable of doing with a four-cylinder or 
a turbo."This Boxster has "significantly 
more power and loads more torque," 
and because the chassis, steering, and 
suspension have been upgraded, too, it 
"makes sporty driving feel effortless'.' 

Car and Driver 

"For us, something feels missing." On 


paper, both the new base Boxster and 
the Boxster S gain 35 hp over their 
forebears, and the faster of the two 
will get to 60 mph in four seconds flat. 
What's more: On a twisty road, the 2017 
can be "pure joy'.' But gone are the yowl 
of the old engine, the high revs, and 
even the need to shift. With the optional 
manual transmission, you can hit 81 
mph in the S before needing third gear. 

Motor Trend 

We'd mourn, but the new Boxster is 
better "by a very large margin" than its 
immediate predecessor. "More attractive, 
more powerful, quicker, faster, and more 
fuel-efficient," it even sounds better to 



Vun with four cylinders, from $57,050 

our ears. Sure, that's a four-cylinder 
under the hood, but "the grunty, guttural 
bellow and throttle-overrun backfires are 
nothing like a Subaru's." 


The best of... Sleep aids 




Sense Sleep Tracker 

This Kickstarter-funded 
tracker has two parts. 
First, a tennis ball-size 
orb that sits on a 
bedside table and 
measures room 
conditions; and second, 
a tiny device that 
attaches to your pillow 
and monitors your 
movements and sleep 
patterns. $129, hello.is 

SOURCE: NEWYORKTIMES 


GloToSleep Mask 

Quiet a restless 
mind and get your 
recommended daily 
dose of zzzs with this 
sleep mask that narrows 
your focus at night to 
a series of embedded 
blue lights.The mask 
was inspired by 
Eastern meditation and 
relaxation techniques. 
$30, soundoasis.com 

SOURCE: CONDE NASTTRAVELER 


Night Shift Sieep 
Positioner 

When worn around the 
neck, this device warns 
apnea sufferers that 
they've turned onto their 
backs by issuing a 
"gentle but gradually 
increasing" vibration. 

A built-in microphone 
monitors snoring and 
sleep patterns. $349, 
nightshifttherapy.com 

SOURCE: FINANCIALTIMES 


DreamPad Piiiow 

The DreamPad plays a 
personal lullaby that only 
you can hear by using 
bone-conduction 
technology, which 
transmits sounds directly 
to the innermost part of 
the ear.The pillow is 
compatible with any 
music device that has a 
mini audio jack. $179, 
dreampadsleep.com 

SOURCE: CNET.COM 



Sprayable Sleep 

This spray purports to 
help you fall asleep by 
mimicking your body's 
natural production of 
melatonin. Its producer 
says sprayable melatonin 
is superior to melatonin 
pills because the skin 
absorbs the hormone 
more gradually and 
efficiently. $15, 
sprayable.com 

SOURCE: FASTCODESIGN.COM 



New Yorlc City-based Ever Bloclc liave 
created liuman-sized Lego-lilce building 
bloclcs. These interloclcing plastic bloclcs 
can be combined to build furniture or 
room dividers. They are available in 14 
colours, and come in full (12in long), 
half and quarter-size bloclcs. 

$7 per block; everblocksystems.com 


A carry-on that carries you, the 
Coolpeds Briefcase doubles as an electric 
scooter. When folded, it fits in the hold 
of most planes - and it can allegedly hit 
speeds of 20km per hour. It also comes 
with an inbuilt tracker, in case your 
bag goes missing. 

$560; coolpeds.us 


A standard-issue wet suit might be stylish 
enough for many surfers, but a True 
Wetsuit “lets you go straight from the 
boardroom to the beach”. Each suit 
is made of neoprene from the tie to 
the trouser cuff, so it’s completely 
waterproof. Available in three style. 

$2,500, truewetsuits.jp 


SOURCE: SLATE.COM 


SOURCE:THE OBSERVER 


SOURCE: ESOUIRE.COM 
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Shares 


Who's tipping what 


The week's best buys 


Connect Group 

Investors Chronicle 
Connect’s news distribution 
business is resilient, the 
parcel freight arm is seeing 
soaring sales, and its click- 
and-collect service is 
prospering with clients 
including Asos and Amazon. 
Yields 6.1%. Buy. 152p. 

Matchtech Group 

Investors Chronicle 
The acquisition of Networkers 
International has expanded 
this specialist recruiter’s reach 
and enhanced its offering. 
Placements are in buoyant 
areas: infrastructure, 
automotive, engineering, IT 
and telecoms. Buy. 462.5p. 


Senior 

The Daily Telegraph 
The engineer is suffering slow 
trading in its car and truck 
parts division. But increasing 
orders in its aerospace arm, 
which supplies parts for Airbus 
and Boeing, should lead to 
rising revenues and profits. 

Buy. 237.2p. 

Sky 

The Times 

The pay-TV giant is a long¬ 
term investment in a growth 
market. Spiralling prices for 
football rights and the churn 
rate are a concern, but Sky 
is launching new products 
and costs are under control. 
Buy. 985p. 


Telecom Plus 

The Times 

The energy and phone services 
provider has been hit by a 
halving in the wholesale price 
of gas, but has managed to 
keep up profits by persuading 
customers to take more 
services. The 5.3% yield is 
attractive. Buy. 868p. 

Whitbread 

The Mail on Sunday 
Whitbread aims to have 
25,000 new Premier Inn hotel 
rooms by 2020, and is 
deploying its Costa Express 
self-service machines to expand 
its coffee brand in the UK and 
abroad. Berenberg names a 
£50 price target. Buy. £38.87. 


Directors’ dealings 


Breedon Aggregrates 

80 1- 


75 



50 ^^^^ - h 
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Profits at the building 
aggregates group grew nearly 
50% in 2015, and the proposed 
acquisition of Hope 
Construction Materials could 
double the size of the business. 
CEO Pat Ward "knows a good 
thing when he sees it'.' His 
£105,750 share purchase looks 
a sound bet. 


...and some to sell 


Associated British Foods 

Investors Chronicle 
Shares in the conglomerate, 
which owns Primark, are still 
expensive. The discount 
fashion retailer is growing sales 
from expansion but profits 
have dipped. Margin pressures 
continue throughout the group. 
Sell. £34.12. 

British Land 

The Daily Telegraph 
The cycle is turning for British 
Land and other real estate 
investment trusts. Overseas 
demand is drying up, the UK 
economic recovery is slowing, 
there’s political uncertainty and 
a glut of office space due to hit 
the market. Sell. 701.5p 


BT Group 

The Sunday Times 
BT faces growing competition 
in the mobile phone sector as 
Sky enters the market, and a 
potentially painful squeeze 
from regulator Ofcom’s review 
of the industry. What’s more, 
the cost-cutting programme is 
losing momentum. Sell. 435p. 

Camellia 

Investors Chronicle 
This crops-to-financial services 
conglomerate has been hit by 
new employment legislation in 
Bangladesh. Crop prices for 
tea, macadamia and avocado 
are still high, but poor 
production figures are affecting 
margins. Sell. £80.60. 


Experian 

Investors Chronicle 
The credit-rating expert is 
boosting its armoury by 
acquiring the US consumer 
identity management and 
fraud detection specialist 
CSIdentity. But Experian’s 
valuation is still frothy given 
current and expected growth 
rates. Sell. £12.90. 

Standard Chartered 

Shares 

The emerging markets-focused 
lender is expected to report a 
£700m loss in 2016. That’s an 
improvement on last year, and 
the bank is undergoing 
restructuring, but it’s too soon 
to call a recovery. Sell. 541.9p. 


Form guide 


Shares tipped 12 weeks ago 

Best tip 

Green Dragon Gas 

The Mail on Sunday 
up 29.27% to 265p 

Worst tip 
SDL 

The Times 

down 10.73% to 401.25 


Market view 

"We are seeing part of the 
relief rally come early." 

Jane Foley, currency 
strategist at Rabobank, 
argues that easing Brexit 
fears have bolstered sterling 


Market summary 


Key numbers for investors 


26 Apr 2016 

Week before 

Change (%) 

FTSE100 

6284.52 

6405.35 

-1.89% 

FTSE All-share UK 

3445.67 

3502.70 

-1.63% 

Dow Jones 

17976.32 

18022.17 

-0.25% 

NASDAQ 

4890.16 

4927.35 

-0.75% 

Nikkei 225 

17353.28 

16874.44 

2.84% 

Hang Seng 

21407.27 

21436.21 

-0.14% 

Goid 

1238.90 

1234.30 

0.37% 

Brent Crude Oii 

45.75 

43.76 

4.55% 

DiViDENDYiELD (FTSE 100) 

3.93% 

3.91% 


UK 10-year giitsyieid 

1.79 

1.64 


US 10-year Treasuries 

1.93 

1.78 


UK ECONOMiC DATA 




Latest CPi (yoy) 

0.5% (Mar) 

0.3% (Feb) 


Latest RPI (yoy) 

1.6% (Mar) 

1.3% (Feb) 


Haiifax house price (yoy) 

+10.1% (Mar) 

+9.7% (Feb) 


£1 STERLiNG $1,456 

€1.285 ¥161.709 




Best and worst performing shares 

1 WEEK’S CHANGE, FTSE 100 STOCKS 


RiSES 

Price 

% change 

Ashtead Group 

918.00 

+8.45 

Tayior Wimpey 

184.20 

+7.47 

Barratt Deveiopments 

534.50 

+6.99 

Berkeiey Group Hdg. 

3074.00 

+6.66 

Persimmon 

1969.00 

+5.92 

FALLS 

Angie American 

667.20 

-11.34 

Giencore 

152.00 

-10.54 

Associated Brit.Foods 

3132.00 

-8.23 

inmarsat 

929.50 

-7.51 

Reix 

1229.00 

-6.82 

BEST AND WORST UK STOCKS OVERALL 

Strategic Minerais 

0.39 

+154.84 

Goidenport Hoidings 

1.37 

-77.08 

1 Source: Datastream (not adjusted for dividends). Prices on 26 Apr (pm) | 
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Velaa Private Island, covered with azure skies and 
adjacent to the aquamarine waters of the Indian 
Ocean, was developed to embody the very best 
of the Maldivian archipelago. This unique resort 
is the realization of a dream to create a 'beyond 
luxury' ultra-exclusive boutique hideaway. 






< 6565 00Cr1^eservations(®velaaprivateisland.corrrI www.velaaprivateisland.com 


















40 BUSINESS 

Companies in the news 

...and how they were assessed 


Saudi Aramco: Powering reform 

Get ready for “one of the biggest initial public offerings ever”, said The Wall Street 
Journal. Saudi Arabia has confirmed plans to float its state-owned oil giant, Aramco, 
in Riyadh - and possibly London - in a listing likely to value it at more than $2trn. 

The Kingdom plans to sell just 5% of Aramco, which produces 10% of the world’s oil 
supply every day. But even “that small fraction” could raise $100bn-$150bn, amounting 
to one of the biggest floats ever. The move is part of a wider shake-up of the economy 
- a strategy led by the country’s Deputy Crown Prince, Mohammed bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud. His ambitious aim is to “lay out a new economic trajectory for 
the country in an era of cheap oil”. The so-called “Saudi 2030 Vision”, unveiled this 
week, aims to increase non-oil revenue to $267bn by 2030, said Jillian Ambrose in 
The Daily Telegraph. Funds raised by the Aramco float will be directed into sectors 
like manufacturing, mining, tourism and healthcare. The move to diversify is “largely 
motivated by socio-political factors”, according to the analyst Paul Hodge of ICIS: if 
the Kingdom is to avoid “the social unrest that has been spreading across the Arab 
world”, it “urgently needs to create jobs”(see Talking points, page 25). 

Atlas Mara: Safari Bob 

“We know from the financial crisis how effective Bob Diamond can be at marshalling 
capital when it’s needed,” said Alex Brummer in the Daily Mail. Some of the Middle- 
Eastern funds tapped by the former Barclays boss back then are still the subject of a long- 
running Serious Fraud Squad inquiry. None of this, however, “has dented Safari Bob’s 
ambitions in Africa”. Diamond’s Atlas Mara group has already swallowed the Union 
Bank of Nigeria, the country’s largest. Now he hopes “to pull off one of the biggest 
takeovers in the continent’s history” by teaming up with the Carlyle private equity group 
to mount a joint bid for Barclays Africa, which operates in ten countries, including South 
Africa. Atlas Mara has already raised more than $600m from investors via its London- 
listed investment vehicle. Atlas Merchant Capital, said Harry Wilson in The Times. 
Diamond’s aim is to build “a pan-African business”. But even with the help of Carlyle, it 
will be a stretch to grab Barclays Africa, which is expected to cost about $8.7bn. Some 
critics consider that Atlas Mara is “far too small to be a vehicle for the takeover”. They 
underestimate Diamond at their peril. 

Goldman Sachs: All aboard 

“For almost 150 years, Goldman Sachs has been the go-to bank of the rich and 
powerful,” said Ben McLannahan in the FT. But “amid pressure to develop new streams 
of funding”, the Wall Street titan is throwing open its doors to all-comers: it plans to 
offer online savings accounts for as little as $1 on deposit. The bank’s shift down-market 
is a reflection of the big challenges faced by US banks, whose investment arms have been 
hit by “volatile markets and tight regulations”, prompting analysts to fire “a barrage of 
questions” at Goldman about how it intends to “reboot” its business. Wooing the mass 
market is clearly one of its answers. There’s definitely kudos in banking with Goldman, 
said Adam Gale in Management Today. But retail banking is in large measure about the 
“personal touch”. One wonders how the Great Vampire Squid will fare. 



Gulf business 



Kuwait lost between $175m and $200m 
during last week's three-day strike by 
oil and gas workers, KuwaitTimes 
reported. Citing official sources, it said 
up to 60% of the country's oil production 
had been frozen during the walk-out, 
from 17-20 April. 

GCC residents now need an e-visa to 
enter the UAE.The change, which is in 
force at both air and land borders, has 
been introduced to curb queues at 
airports. Citizens of 46 countries that 
have treaties with the UAE, including 
EU members and the US, will still be 
granted visas on arrival. 

Dubai's first theme park has unveiled some 
of its rides ahead of its August launch. IMG 
Worlds of Adventure will feature the 
Avengers Battle of Ultron motion-based 
experience, the 100-seater Hulk Epsilon 
Base 3D ride and the 400m Spiderman 
Doc Ock's Revenge rollercoaster, among 
other attractions inspired by some of 
Marvel Comics' best-loved characters. 

Dubai-based beauty blogger Huda Kattan 
has been named the world's number one 
Instagram influencer by communications 
network SERMO.The 32-year-old make¬ 
up artist, who has 12.7m followers on 
the platform, was also ranked eighth out 
of the globe's top 10 digital influencers. 


Mitsubishi/VW: The deepening “dieselgate” crisis 


The emissions scandal plaguing the motor 
industry stepped up a gear last week as some 
of the world's largest carmakers were drawn 
into the "dieselgate" saga, said Julia Kollewe 
inThe Guardian.The biggest casualty was the 
Japanese carmaker Mitsubishi, whose shares 
crashed 40%, wiping out $3.2bn, after it 
admitted manipulating test data to overstate 
the fuel efficiency of some models so they 
would record better mileage. Elsewhere, 
shares in Daimler, which owns Mercedes- 
Benz, were hit by news that the US 
Department of Justice has requested an 
investigation; and French anti-fraud 
investigators raided the offices of Peugeot. 
Overall, more than half a million more cars in 
Europe were recalled last week alone. 



Tetsuro Aikawa, president 
of Mitsubishi 


"As anticipated, the wrongdoing looks like it goes well beyond VW," 
said analyst Joe Bundle of ETX Capital. "Like PPI mis-selling by 


banks, this scandal could result in spiralling costs 
for the industry as more class actions follow."The 
travails ofVW illustrate the point, said the FTThe 
German carmaker, whose Audi and Porsche 
marques are also caught up in the scandal, last 
week posted an annual net loss of $1.8bn, "the 
biggest in its history','and "nearly tripled" its 
provision for costs to more than $18bn. 

In Britain, VW is under mounting pressure to 
offer compensation to motorists after agreeing 
to hand out cash settlements in the US, saidThe 
DailyTelegraph: the UK government claims 
"compensation discrepancy'.' VW is now tied up 
in "legal knots" on both sides of the Atlantic, 
said Jonathan Ford in the FTYet its "egregious 
conduct is merely the visible pinnacle of a much 
larger iceberg": there may have been 


questionable practices right across this poorly regulated 
industry. Expect more trouble down the road. 


THE WEEK 1 MAY 2016 









Commentators 


NEWS 41 


The problem 
with customer 
service 

Sabah Al Binali 

The National 


Social media 
is taking over 
the news 

Jeffrey Herbst 

The Wall Street Journal 


The danger 
of Uber-ising 
everything 

Sathnam Sanghera 

The Times 


Keeping 
bankers on 
their toes 

Peter Eavis 

The New York Times 


Customer service can vary extraordinarily, says Sabah Al Binali. 
From the pampering one receives in five-star hotels to the banks 
that call customers at all hours of the day (and night). The trouble 
with poor customer service is that there is little incentive for those in 
authority to do much about it. Those who challenge inefficient 
procedures can make a massive difference. “Consider companies 
and government departments of old, where there was no queuing 
system for clients. It was a mob scene, but it did not affect the 
employees that much. It takes a brave executive or technocrat to 
request a simple system - queue for tickets on arrival - that costs 
money, and the return is to the brand and not easily measured.” 
Market research is vital. “Managers should use the services of their 
competitors just to get a first-hand feel for what is happening in the 
market.” Firms could also conduct satisfaction surveys and publish 
the results alongside their strategies for tackling the most pressing 
grievances. “This approach not only keeps management honest but 
also engages clients by showing them that they have been heard.” 


Silicon Valley giants like Facebook, Apple, and Google “are 
working hard to become the dominant distributors of news”, said 
Jeffrey Herbst. Four in 10 American adults get news from 
Facebook; among Millennials, the figure is much higher. 
Recognising there is money to be made from such reach, tech 
companies are encouraging media outlets to publish stories directly 
on their platforms. In return, news publications get a cut of the ad 
revenue. For media outlets struggling to monetise in the digital age, 
it seems like a winning strategy, but the shift has profound 
consequences. Depending on what Facebook’s algorithms believe is 
best for each reader, “two people with very similar interests may 
get different news”. Tech companies insist they remain just “pipes” 
for delivering content, but their technology exhibits an increasing 
amount of editorial control, filtering out offensive content like 
explicit images or hate speech. This kind of curation may seem 
“eminently sensible and responsible”, but it’s hardly neutral. Going 
forward, tech firms will have to decide how to balance their profit 
motive “with their role as providers of information”. 


My pet hate of 2016 is the proliferation of “mindless” 
comparisons to Uber, says Sathnam Sanghera. Just Eat is “the 
Uber of the takeaway business”; Blade, “the Uber of helicopters”; 
GoFetch, “the Uber of Canadian dog walking apps”; and so on. 
Shorthand descriptions like this have always featured in business 
marketing: “doubtless there were start-ups in 1800 describing 
themselves as the East India Company of inkwells”. What grates 
in Uber’s case is the “intellectual incoherence” of the comparison. 
Uber quickly went “from zero” to being worth $63bn. But its 
circumstances were unique: few sectors are so vulnerable to attack 
from a “disrupter” as was the taxi racket. The “fetishisation of 
Uber” reminds me of the dotcom boom, when companies of all 
sorts began adding the suffix “.com” to their names in hopes of 
instant success. But it causes lasting damage. Surveys suggest that 
graduates increasingly “only want to be associated with the small, 
new, ‘innovative’ and disruptive”, unaware that many large 
companies have a great deal to offer. Ultimately, it’s not snazzy 
innovations that matter most; it’s “keeping things going”. 


US regulators may have found the secret to effective financial 
reforms, said Peter Eavis: “messing with bankers’ minds”. 

Recently, watchdogs at the Federal Reserve and FDIC rejected 
the “living wills” of five major banks, saying the banks’ plans to 
avoid taxpayer bailouts in a theoretical crisis weren’t believable. 
Interestingly, the regulators “deliberately did not communicate the 
exact things the banks needed to do for their plans to pass 
muster”. They were intentionally vague, leaving it to the banks to 
suggest changes that could make their business models safer for the 
financial system. This strategy is designed so that banks don’t treat 
living wills “just like any other compliance exercise”- something 
they can “sidestep and water down”. It’s evidence that Dodd- 
Frank may have built-in protections that allow reforms to “be 
refreshed and changed as the financial system evolves”. These tools 
should be helpful in preventing the next crisis, but they require 
“independent-minded regulators” with the political will to use 
them. Let’s hope watchdogs continue to “seize the initiative”. 


City profiles 


Steve Wozniak 

Apple's "second most 
famous Steve" is the 
antithesis of the first, says 
Bryan Appleyard inThe 
Sunday Times. Unlike Jobs, 
"Woz" is "neither difficult, 
nor ambiguous and, unlike 
pretty much everyone else in 
Silicon Valley, he is not 
greedy'.' The aimable "roly- 
poly" Apple co-founder is 
worth around $100m - "a 
piffling sum in an industry in 
which manhood is measured 
in billions'.' Yet every 
personal computer in the 
world is descended from the 
Apple II he designed and 
built.To fans, Woz "is pure, 
he's a tech saint" - "a 
physical connection to the 
foundational narrative of 
their tech-soaked lives'.'But 
he's not afraid to criticise 
Apple, last week berating the 
tech giant for not paying 
enough tax. "I never started 
Apple for money," he says. "I 
don't like the idea that Apple 
might be unfair." 


Thierry Antinori 



Emirates' executive 
vice president and chief 
commercial officer certainly 
seems happy in his job. 
Speaking at Arabian 
Travel Market, Antinori 
(pictured) revealed he had 
turned down an offer to 
become chief executive 
at Air France-KLM Group. 
"I've been contacted but 
I'm not interested," he 
told reporters at the Dubai 
trade show last week. 
Antinori has worked in 
aviation for more than 
25 years. He began his 
career with Air France, 
where he was responsible 
for regional sales and 
route management across 
Europe, before becoming 
executive assistant to 
the president and later 
Air France's director 
for Germany. He joined 
Emirates in 2011 as 
executive vice president for 
passenger sales worldwide. 
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THE WEEK CROSSWORD 105 


ACROSS 

I Free consumption of food is what 
should keep you warm (3,7) 

7 Money once used for a flat- 
bottomed boat (4) 

9 Moving on (8) 

10 Write down what looks like 
closure of a modern gallery (6) 

II Perhaps a bowler goes round 
time and time again in addition (2,4) 

13 Suffered pain and condition 
diagnosed? Not entirely (8) 

14 More debating aroused by top- 
level gathering (5,7) 

17 Cook two hours pie and sauce - 
HP of course! (4-8) 

20 Pussy bites thumb and jaw (4-4) 

21 Plan used in briefs, say (6) 

22Try the Star for a bareback rider 

( 6 ) 

23 Second-class IT spares - they 
don't make a dramatic difference 
(3,5) 

25 Somewhat flabbergasted Austrian 
composer (4) 

26 Article on protesters millions 
rejected in radio series (3,7) 



Clue of the week: Plug connecting to a different port? 

(7, first letter A, last letter R) Times 





DOWN 

2 Taking up dodgy point with trouble 
ahead (8) 

3 Drunken sound emerging from 
vehicle (3) 

4 Elite stars with Muhammad on the 
street (1-4) 

SThankless person showing where 
there's a fire (7) 

6 Person failing to go around Lido 
when rough? (9) 

7 Outbuilding in which snooker 
players may develop their 
plants? (7,4) 

8 Loony from the north, say (6) 

12 Not liking to include third 
broadcast - it's uncomprising (4-7) 

15 Military review last month (5,4) 

16 One agreeing with a focus for the 
audience (8) 

18 It's safe to drink what's easy to 
carry around, right away (7) 

19 Remarkable person working 
amongst you as before (3,3) 

21 Absolute trough not good (5) 

24 For instance, hard wood (3) 


Solution to Crossword 103 


ACROSS: 8 Star part 9 Aurora 10 Oliver 11 Doorstep 12 Daft 13 Wild animal 
16 Ampersand 20 Reinforces 22 Epic 23 Sturgeon 26 Bellow 27 Reward 
28 Marinate DOWN: 1 Stellar 2 Gravy train 3 Marrow 4 Stud 5 Panorama 
6 Bras 7 Arsenal 14 Lyric 15 Indwelling 17 Proceeds 18 Beatles 19 Ricotta 
21 Sobers, 24 Reap 25 Name Three answers OLIVER, AMPERSAND and 
BELLOW give a BEATLES song and partial clue: Twist and shout (8), leading to 
answerTHOUSAND, the puzzle's number 

Clue of the week: Pope with trousers off-that's unthinkable! (12) 

Solution: PREPOSTEROUS 


Sudoku 105 (easy) 
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6 


4 
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Fill in all the squares so that each row, 
column and each of the 3x3 squares 
contains all the digits from 1 to 9 


Solution to Sudoku 104 
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Charity of the week 


AL NOORlk'frikjQ -i—II 

TRAINING CENTRE FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
4 __a_UVl 

The Al NoorTraining Centre for 
Children with Special Needs is a 
specialist facility located in Al Barsha, 
Dubai. Designed to help integrate 
special needs students into society, it 
was founded in 1981. The centre, which 
accommodates about 300 children, has 
no direct funding and relies on private 
donations.The children it looks after 
range in age from 7>/i to 18 years and 
face challenges such as Downs Syndrome, Cerebral Palsy and Autism. 
These are addressed through special education methods, physiotherapy, 
speech therapy and occupational therapy. Al Noor also has its own Work 
Placement Unit, which trains children for employment. 

Visit www.alnoorspneeds.ae to find out how you can help. 
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THE FUTURE IS HERE FASTER THAN YOU THINK. 
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